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TO THE 
Right. Reverend Facher- in God,. 


PETER> 


Lord: Riſhop' of \_ 
BATH and WELLS. 


My L ORD, 


when 1ou were _ decha- | 
A 3 red. 


The Epiſtle 


red Biſhop-of this Dioceſs”; 
and what I then- writ was | 
to congratulate Tour Lord- 
ſhip, and to ſignifie bow- 
bappy 1 efteemet thi Cler- 
gy and People ,. in ſich a 
relation : Tour Lordfhip hath 
now goveritd ſeveral years 
among ws, and fully an» 
ſwmerd the expeflations of |\ 
thoſe that knew Tou , and 
the defires of thoſe that did- 

not-, \in- 1he wiſdom: and 


jaftite of Tour - manage+ 
ments; ſo that at- this time 


Adonledgnens are more - . 
proper. 


Dedicatory: 
proper than Congratulati- 
ons'; and” particularly, we 
onghe with humble thank- 
fulneſs to own Tour Lord=' 
hips care and zeal for the 
great Inttreſt of the Church; 
and” Religion that ' I' preſs 
in this Diſcourſe, the ſucceſs - 
of* which" hath” beer © wery* 


"Y encouraging , and particu-- 


ny in” this place , where 

among” about '1 100 Come: 
municable 'perſons , lribabi-- 
zants of * the Three Pariſhes 
within- this City, 7 * gave” 
the | Sacrament * this * a$Þ- 
Eaſter: 


The-Epiſtte . 
Eaſter to above 800 of 
them, 1 pray God to con- 
tinue, and to increaſe this 
number : Through his grace 
and belp 1 hope to give a 
yet better - account of the 
regularity of this People. 

 £ writ. the Diſcanſe far | 
their uſe, and it had gone 
no further, if | could have: 
got Tranſcripts enough far 
tbem': in defect of ſuch, 1 
committed _it to the Preſs, 
and underſtand frace that 
God hath bleſt theſe poet en- 
deauonrs in dingrs other 
places 


Manuals, concerning RF= 
ing, Prayer ; Meditatiof, 
ond fuch like , chiefly for 


"the needs of thoſe, of mine 


owncharge',, with reference 
alſo to @ mare publick, bv- 
nefit ; but my great | ard 
conflant buſineſs of preach 
ing twice a weth,, and at- 
tendance every day , and 
almoſt every hour'of lt. 0 
the Church, or ather Services 
of 


The Epiſtle,Gec! 
rabſe Calling ; that we may 
goin the fovour and appro- 
bation+ of God ; and 1hen 
"Joo -710 matter bow” we are 


treated," or | thought of by 
peruerſe and 73% Merl, 
tXu | | MpiLord, 
x You Lordſhips 
& faichfut and © 


(rot deciem Servant, 


—— i 


m_ wo £5 


am. AAS a om fwma os wad £@©3 ob 
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TO THE 
PEOPLE of my Charge. 


My dear Neighbours, 


Lthough Weof the publick 
A Miniſtry cannot expe to 
3 do much by our perſwa- 
ſions and endeavours,in ſuch an Age 
as this ;, Yet we ought to perſevere 
in our work with Courage and Re- 
ſolution, and not ſuffer our ſelves' 
to be overborn by any difficulties, 
or diſcouragements whatſoever: 
For Duty belongs to us, but events 
unto 'God, who will reward the 
Labourers whatever be the ſucceſs 
of- their Labours. And as every 
Miniſter of Religion ought to be 
active , and reſolved in the work 
and patience of the Goſpel 3 So he 
ſhall then beſt acquit himſelf in it 
when he ſtudies the proper needs. of 
the Age,and place whercin he lives, 
| B and 
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and accordingly direQs his endea» 
vours to provide for them. Now 
there is nothing, that 'T know, 
that is wanted more in our Days, 
than a due ſenſe of -the neceſſity 
and advantages of the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, the ge- 
neral negle&, not to ſay contempt, 
of which, hath, 1am perſwaded, 
been a great and fad occafion of 
the debauchery, and divifions that 
are amongſt us and I verily think, 
that there could not be a more effe- 
Qual means to reduce us to So- 
briety and Union, than a frequent 
and reverend uſe of that divine 
Inſtitution. From this perſwaſion. 
I have carneſtly, and often (as you 
can bear me witneſs ) prels*d this 
great duty upon your Conſciences, 
and affecionately recommended it 
to your practice. I have repre- 
ſented its Natwre with all poſſible 


Plainneſs,and urged itsNeceſſity with | 


a -vigonur in ſome meaſure ſuitable 
to ſo great an occaſionz I have 
ro!d you the dayger of wilful neg- 

le& 
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. - to theLozds Dupper- 
1: on the-one hand 3 and the be- 
nefits of due performance, on' the 
other 3 But notwithſtanding. all, . 
there are too many of you,that ſeem. 
yet inſenſible, and unconcerned.. I. 
have- publickly. defixed thoſe that 
are either ignorant or diſſatisfied, to 
accept of my private help, and In- 
ſtrujon, and Fave offer'd them the 
utmoſt of my. aſſiſtance. for their / 
better information, and dircQion. 
And after all this, I know not 
what I can do more to ſerve:you 
in this great intereſt of yours, ex» 
cept I put ſomething into your 
hands that may be eyer with you, 
and that you may conlider on all 
occalions. Pwblick Teachings by 
ward of mouth, are too much 
looked upon as cuſtomary exerciſes, 
and on that account , they loſe 
their; force with ſome; and the 
greateſt part even of the better Au- 
ditors cannot keep their minds fo 
cloſe , and intent, to a Diſcourſe 
ſpoken, as to receive it in its full 
evidence, and power or though 
B 2 the 


” 


4 An Carneft Tnvitation 
"the hearers are never fo diligent, 
and carefal, our words are forgot- 
ten quickly, and the affeQions that 
they .taiſe, vaniſh without any con- 
ſiderable effe& .ypon their wills, 
For which reaſons I' have reſoly- 
ed upon this Courſe, to caſt ſome 
of the plain things I have preach'd 
concerning the Holy Sacrament in- 
to writing > That thoſe. who are 
unfit for that great duty by reaſon 
of "Ignorance, may have the pro- 
pereſt means-of Inſtruction that I 
can provide for, them, always in 
their power, and when they pleaſe, 
before their eyes: And that thoſe 
that deprive themſelves of the Bene- 
fits of -this moſt excellent Ordi- 
nance , by reaſon of 'the Miſtakes 
of their erring underſtandings; may 
alſo have the moſt ſuitable help 
I can give, towards the ſetting 
their minds right, and the recon- 
ciling them to their Priviledge, and 
their Duty. 

For theſe purpoſes, I ſhall ( as 
my manner is ) repreſent _ 1 
aVe 


Me 
< a 
be, 


to the Lozds Supper. 
Taxe to fay,. in the moſt ditind 


andeafie way I can contrive, avoid- 
ing all things - that are bard, ej- 
ther in. #otiox or - expreſſion 3, And 
ſtrive, as near as is poſſible, to ſpeak 
all along to the moſt ordinary un- 
derſtandings. For I look upon 
plainneſs as the beſtdrels for Truth, 
and my great care, and endea- 
vour conſtantly is, to be #»nderſtood 
by all,as far as the ſubje& will bear. 

In the purſuit of what I intend, 
J:mean, by Gods help, to proceed 
in this order. 

(1) I ſhall diſcourſe with all con- 
venient brevity, and plainneſs, the 
Nature and deſign of the Lords Sup- 
per ; and 

(2) Give the General Reaſ#nz to 
inforce theDuty;zunder which head, 
E ſhall apply my felf to two forts of 
Refuſers, viz. Thoſe that negle& 
(1) on the account of pure careleſ- 
neſr, and flupidity, and (2) Thoſe 
that ſtand off upon the ſcore of 
miſtakes of Conſcience. 

In treating. with the former, I 
B 3 fhall 
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ſhall ſhew that their obſtinate refuſal 
takes offall pretence they can have 
to Chriltianity, and puts them into 
the ſtate of Infidels and Heathens 
yea into a worſe condition, than 
that of meer munbelieverr. As to 
the other ſort, viz. the diſſatisfied 
in Confcience, I ſhall confider "their 
Reaſons againſt Communicating ac- 
cording to the way of our Church, 
and ſhew that they are no juſtjfi4- 
ble groznds, why they ſhould refuſe 
to joyn with us in that ſolemn pat 

of Chriſtian worſhip, | 


[ I NY —_— 


CHAP. Il. 


[| Begin. with the Firſt, The Na- 
ture of the Lords Supper. Con- 
cerning this , there hath been an 
infinite diverhty of opinions, and 
diſpates ; The effects of which 
differences have been much Noiſe , 
and many Twmults, Schifmy and 

| Wars, 


to the Lows Dupper. 


Wars,with a vaſt heap of miſchief, 


and calamities to the Chriſtian 
world : I {hall not therefore trou- 
ble you with any thing of needleſs 
controverlie, or notion, on this ar- 
pument; but ſtate it ſo far only, as 
it relates to praficez And I fſnall 
take all I have to ſay about it from 
the Word of God, the beſt Rule to 
=_ us in the Enquiry. And it 
ifputing men would have been 
content with #5 declarations in- 
this matter, a)l the trouble,and mit- 
chiefs had been avoided. But this 
hath been the miſery z ſome go-- 
vern their thoughts of this Holy 
Inſtitution by corrupt and novel 
Traditions, and others by meer 
vain and arbitrary phancies; Yea, 
Thoſe who have been right in the 
main, have yet ſo mingled the plain 
truth with alluſions, and ſpoken of 
it io ſuch a phantaſtical, and wncer- 
tain way, that. ordinary undcr- 
ſtandings have been con{ounded , 
and thoſe that are for down-right 


ſenſe, without the mixtures of 
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imagination, have not been able to 
tell what to make of that, which 
they heard deſcribed in ſuch a phan- 
ciful, and various faſhion. This par- 
ticularly hath been my own caſe ; 
I had heard men preach ſo humour- 
ſomely , and ſo diverfely about the 
Sacrament , fo much out of their 
own heads, and. ſo little out of 
the Oracles of God, That I was 
_ cite. bewildred and Joſt, and 
come at Jaſt to that paſs, that I 
knew nothing at all of it > which ig- 
norance, and confuſion of thoughts 
was the natural effeQ of ſuch dil- 
courſes 3; For when men once ram- 
ble in the way of phraſes, metapbory, 
and conceits , as they loſe theme 
ſcIves, ſo they perfealy dazle, and 
amaze thoſe others, whom they 
fnould inſtruc. I therefore betook 
my (elf to the plain expreſſions of 
Scripture concerning this matter 5 
In them | found an eaſie account of 
the nature, and delign of this divine 
Ordinance. And whither ſhall we 
go to enquire after it but to the 
words 


to-theLozds Supper. 9 
words of Inftitution themſelves ? 
Theſe I (hall confider firſt, and then 
gather together thoſe other paſla- 
ges of Scripture , which tend: to 
the further explication of it. 

F-. The words of Inſtitution are 
Mat. 26. | Take , Eat, This is my 
Body. v. 26, and Drink ye all of it. 
For this is my blood of the new Tefta-. 
ment, v. 27, 28+] Te whichis ad-- 
ded in the Goſpel of St. . Lake | Do- 
this in Remembrance of. me. | Luke: 
22.19, Theſe words I thall ſeve- 
rally explain, .and then infer from 
them-what is- the ature, and deſigw- 
of the holy appointment. 

Take, Eat, This is. my 
Pody —and, This is- mp. 
51007 — Here I take+ notice , 


That Body, ant Blood, . do 


not relate to the. bread, and wine, 
But to the Afions, Eat and Drinks” 
as_ appears plain]y. in the 


*- Original, ' *Tis not this -* Ti-ogrot : 


bread. and this ,wine, are. . #79 . 
wy bo4y and blood , but 
We B 2 this; 
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this Sawramental eating and drinks 
ing of it, Ii *bis Chritts body and: 
blood, vit. His Incarnation, and 
ſufferings are repreſented to us. And 
yet by a- Figure , the conſecrated 
Elements may be call*d his body and 
blood alfo; fo the Form at the cat- 
ing the Paſchal Supper was, This is 
the bread of affiifiion which our Fa- 
thers did eat in Egypt 5 Not the ve- 
ry ſame, buta Memorial of it, and 
_ the State of bondage from which 
they were deliver'd. Thus 1 Cor: 
10. 3,4. Mannais called ſpiritual 
bread, and the Rock ſpiritual drink , 
and that Rock, Chyrift: Not that 
they could poſſibly be fo in the Let- 
ter, but they ſignified that fpirituel 
food , and were tokens of Chriſts 
Preſence. And thus the Sacrament- 
al Bread, and Wine may be call'd 
his Body and Blood , that is, Fi- 
geres and Repreſentations of them 3 
and that, not barely of his ſufferings, 
but (as the * Father 

e-fil, motes)ot all the Myſicrics 


of 


to the Toys Bupper ir 

of the Incarnation, .. which are ſig- 
ified and included. Thus atxcient- 
ly the Elements were call'd,Figares, 
Symbols, Images, ſenſible things in- 

cad of fpiritual, and we know *tis 
in common uſe to call the Pizreby 
the name of that it. repreſents, as 
this is a man, and that a bird or 
beaſt. So that there is no ground 
for the DoQtrine of Tranſubjtantia- 
ti0u, in thele words, as the Roman 
Church,pretends, But I wave dif- 
putes and come to the next expret(- 
hon to be conlider'd. | 


[ Thts is the New Tefta- 
ment, or * Covenant fy 
my Blood] vis. The * armamy- 
Sign \, and Seal of the 
Coreitant made in his Blood , a 
Covenant wherein God engageth to - 
beſtow on us pardon of Sin,' and e- 
ternal Life 3 and we: promiſe faith- 
ful and ſincere obedience. Thus in 
the eldeſt times, Eating, and Drink- - 
ing were Coveirant Rites ; as WE 
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may fee in the compadts between 
Tſazc and Abimelech, Gen. 26. 30. 
and between Facob and Labau, Gen. 
31. 44, 46. So that the Sacrament 
js not a bare Sign, but *tis the Seal 
of Gods gracious Covenant made 
with us in his Son. 


[ Do this fn Bemem- 
bzance of me} It hath always 


been uſual to commemorate , and 
remember Benefaors ang great 
Mercies-by Fe afls,and Feſt ivals. 
The Heathens had their * 


X As "Ataxers Feaſts in memory of their 
& 'Ateyret» Heroes; And the Paſſover, a 


Type of this Supper , was 
appointed to preſerve the memory 
of the Iſraelites deliverance out of 
Ezypt. Exod. 12.14. The Lamb 
was eaten with bitter berbs, to com- 
memorate the- bitterneſ5 of their 
{-rvitude; the Red Wine was a 
Remembrance of their bloud which 
Pharab (piltz; and the wnleavened 
bread, to remember them, that 
. they 


they carried ſuch -out of Egypt at 
theic departure : and thus our blef- 
ſed Saviour hath appointed this boly 
Rite to imprint upon us. the memo- 
ry of what he hath doxe and ſuffer- 
ed for us, that we might not forget 
our Deliverance by him, 'from a 
bondage greater than Egyptian. 

And now from theſe main paſla- 
pes thus explain'd *tis cafie to infer, 
That. 


The Sacrament of the 
Lows. Supper is a Memorial 
Feaſt, appointed fo2 a folemn 
Rememb2ance of Chyiſt onr 
Lo2d ; and a Seal of the Cove- 
nant that God hath made with 


us in him, 

Two things then it is principally 
delizned for, (1) to Remember us 
of our Lord, and Saviour, and (2) 


to be a Seal of the Covenant of * 


Gracez, of each briefly, | 
(1) *Tisfor aRemembrance,nor 
only 
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only of his Perſon, or only of his 
Safferings, or any other particalar 
part of his Miniftry 3 But we are 
by it required bankfully and affe- 
Cionately to call to mind, All that 
he hath doze, and ll that he hath 
ſuffer'd ;, His Life, Doftrine; and 
Laws ; His Paſſion , Reſurrefion , 
and Aſcenſion ; His Victory over Sn, 
Death, and Hell , and the gracicus 
Covenant that God hath made with 
us through him: Theſe are all in- 
cluded in his Body, and Bleud ( as 
I intimated before Y of which the 
Holy Sacrament is a Sign, and 
Memorial : And the remembrance 
of tbeſe, which we are call'd to by 
the Divine Tuſtitution, 1s not only 
ſome ſlight, and paſſing thoughts, 
but a ſolemn and moſt ſerious hxing 
of them upon our minds, in order 
to the inflaming our affections with 
love, and our wills with rcfolution, 
that we may live anſ{werably to that 
excellent Religion of the Holy ]c{us 
which we protels, 


(2) "Tis the Seal of a Covenant, 
[ The 
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to the Loxzds Supper. 
| The new Teſtament in my bloud n, 
The OO__ is, That God wi 

pardon of Sin, and eternal 
” ife, Ja the conditions of Faith 
and Repentence. This He ſealsto 
us in the Sacrament, and aſſures 
us, that he; for his part, will make 
good his Promiſes, and we on ours, 
ſeal, that we will endeavour to 
perform the conditions. So that 
the Lords Supper is a Saerament 
by which we confirm thoſe engage- 
ments we are centred into at Bap- 
tiſm. Then our Sureties undertook 
for us, that we ſhould'be faithful in 
the Covenantz and in this holy Or- 
dinance we take all thoſe obligations 
upon oxr ſelves, and in our own 
perſons promile to a& according to 
thew, 

This plainly, and in ſhort, is the 
nature and deſign of the Holy Sa- 
crament z concerning which, there 
are ſome other expreffions in Scrip- 
ture which I ſhall conſider briefly, 
| inorder to the further explication 

of the ſacred Myſtery. The chief 
are theſe, *Tis 
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*Tis called (1) The Cup #f, 
bleſſing. 1 Cor. 10.16, ( 2 ) The 
Communion of the Body, and Bloud 
of: Chriſt, 1 Cor, 10. 16. and in the. 
duty *cis ſaid (3) That we ſhew the 
Lords Death, 1 Cor, 11. 26. 

(1) The Cup of 'Bleſling, 
viz, of Praiſe and Thankggiving. 
Our Saviour Matth. 26. gavethanks 
when he took the Cup. The Jews 
uſed to conclude their Paſchsl Sup- 
per with a Cup of Wine, at which 
time they ſung an Hymn,and there- 

fore call'd it the Cp of * 

* Ilomeroy Ppraiſing and * bleſſing. And 
turiozes, x) the Heathens alſo after 
:* wnoglas their Feaſts had their 
* cups of Praiſe to their 

T "Aya97 Godsz which ſome take 
- Sur & to be the Cup of Devils 
- $;Sarp@. mention'd by the Apolite, 
1. Cor. 10..2 k« v0 that by. 

this we are taught to remember. 
cur Lord at his Table with praiſe. 
and grateful acknowledgments : 
And therefore the. Ancients from 
hence call'd the Lords Supper, the 


"vI-IFv 


to the Lozvs Supper. 
Holy Euchariſt, namely, a Feaſt. of 
Thanksgiving , and the Solemnity 
was always attended with an hymn 
of Prailc. 

(2). Commiſion, 


( or * Communication.) *Kerwyia, 


of the body and bloud 

of Chit, viz. The Szcramexr,is 
a ſacred Rite in which God commu- 
xicates, and imparts to all worthy 
Receivers, the Benefits of Chrilts 
Incernation , and Sufferings. He 
doth then ratifi-, confirm, and ſ6- 
lemuly exhibit them, to thoſe that 
duly attend upon that Divine ap- 
pointment. 


(3) [As often ag pe eat— 
ye do ſhew the Lozds death ] 
viz.. (1) Declare unto men, with 
joy and glorying , that we believe 
he dyed for ſuch purpolcs, and that 
he hath procfired incſtimable bene- 
fits for us by his Death, That 
theretore we will adhere, and ſtick - 
unto him 3 and that neither death, 
nr. life ſhall ſeparate us from the 
love of God jn Chriſt Jeſus our Lee. 

An 
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And ( 2 )) Imports our ſhewing 
and declaring this alſo unto God, 
and pleading it with him for. his. 
pardon, and his grace, for the fake 
of that meritorious Paſhon which 
we ct forth, and commemorate, 
Theſe paſſages. fall under the ac- 
count I have before given of the * 
Ordinance, and ſhew how we are to 
Kemember our Lord in it, and what 
we may expe in (o doing. 

Thus briefly of the Nature and- 
deſign of the Sacrament, I might 
have run- the matter. into alarge. 
Diſcourſe, but I reſolve on brevity. 
In what Liave faid, you will find all 
things-that are :e:eſſaryand eſſential 
to the Ordinance, For the nice1ies 
and diſputes that are about it, you 
need not trouble your felves with 
them 3 But fo mach of it as I have 
reprefented (1 mean in the ſubttance 
of the particulars )*tis fit you ſhou}d 
know: And therefore I intreat 
you , eſpecially thoſe of the more 
ordinary underllandings, to return 
back, and fix your thoughts a while 
upon 


to the Lozvs Supper. 
upon thoſe periods; - and read them 
over and again , till you have @ 
clear, and diftinii apprehenfion' of 
the Subje& they explain. I know 
the thoughts of moſt are very cox- 
faſed, and much in the dark about 
it, and while they areſo, they can- 
not demean themſelves as they 
ought in the performance of the 
Duty , nor receive thoſe benefits 
that otherwiſe they might from it. 
1 beſeech you therefore not to con- 
tent your ſelves with a ſingle, and 
running reading 3 Many Divine 
Truths will not enter into 'our 
minds at firjt fights or, It they do, 
they are pone as ſoon as they are 
received: Though they are never 
fo plainly expreſt, yet they many 
times ſeem dark, till we look again , 
Or though they ſtrike our minds 
fully, yet they paſs out of Memory, 


Except we refleq, and think them 


over ; I hope therefore .you will. 
do your ſelves this right; And I 
thus urge you toconſideration of 
my accounts, not as it I fancied I. 


had 
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had made. any diſcoveries in. them» 
which were not made before (No) 
Theſe are known things among the 
Intelligent fort of Chriſtians ) But 
I.do' it , becauſe I ſpeak to the 
meaner, and leſ5 improved undex- 
ſtandings. And perhaps from the 
Repreſentation of the affair which 
I: have given, the others allo may 
receive the advantage of a clearer 
order,and method to their thoughts, 


and be deliver'd from many, #n- - 


neceſſary and uncertain notions that 
they have imagined to be of great 
conſequence to be believed and 


known, when either they.. aze nat. 


2rue, or not conſiderable, 
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CHAP. I 


Come now to the main thing I 
delign, viz. (11) To wrge this 
great ; which I have thus ex- 
plain'd, and tq do .what I can to 
perſwade you , to: the - confcien- 
tious practice of it, New there are 
two things that commonly oblige 
kts namely Conliderati- 
ons-of Duty and of Jntereſt.. 
And there are both herein the high- 
eſt degree, to engage-us. I ſhalldif- 
courſe of each. | 

( 1 ) We have the Motive, and 
Reaſon of Duty, and Duty in'ſuch 


circumſtances, as have the greateſt 
obligation in them. A Lor d . 


who hath. all right to our obedience 
both by nature, and by dear pur- 
chaſe, hath commanded us to do this. 


And, A S4UIONr, who hath 


reſcued us from the Jaws of Hell, 
and Death, and hath procured for 
us 


22 


An Earne&Jnvitation 


us endleſs life and glory 3 hath re- 
quiredit of us. Here is the Autbo- 
rity of juſt Power, and the Obliga- 
tion of aſtoniſhing Love, We are 
bound by the ſubmiſſions we owe a 


Sovereign Lord,and by the gratitude. 


we owean adorable Berefafor, The 
Son of God, the King of both the 
Worlds, The Redeemer of Men, 
*tis He that commands, and his 
commandments are not grievous;had 
he put upon our necks a yoke hea- 
vier thanthe Jewiſh ceremonies had 
he injoyn'd a greater number- of 
coſtly and Jaboriow Rites than thoſe, 
and required ſo many of ſuch ſervi- 
ces from us, as would have taken 
up all our time, and imployed - alt 
our ftrenugth, and wearied all our 
powers 3 Yet theſe we ought to have. 
obſerved without repining , and 
thought all but ſmell homage to his 
Greatneſs, and ſmall acknowledg- 
ment of his Love. All #beſe had 
been nothing in compare, with what 
he hath done for us freely without, 
merit, or obligation 5 Natbing, y: 

is 
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his leaving the boſome of the Fa- 


ther, and the glories of the, upper 
"world, and the Hallelujahs. of the 


bleſſed z Nothing, to his deſcend- 

of Infamy, and woe 3 
Nothing to his ſuffering the ſcorns 
and contradictions of Sinners, the 


- 'Death of the Croſs, and the wrath 


of God: ſo that we had been 


wretchedly -ungrateful ſhould we, 


have tuck at any of theſe, or as 
much as marmured at them : But 


our Lord hath not given us any ſuch. 


tryal of our Love, and obedience 3 
He hath deliver'd the world from 


the Yoke of Ceremenial bondage, 


And ( beſides Baptiſm ) hath ap- 
pointed but this one Kite for us to 
obſerve; A Rite, that is' neither 


troubleſome, nor coſtly, tedious, nor. 


laborious. And what Prodigies of 
baſeneſs ſhall we make our ſelves, 
if we refuſe to take notice of this his 
gracions Inſtitution ? With what 
tace can we look upand call our 
ſelves by his name ? How ſhame- 


fully are we upbraided by the pra- 


Rice 
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Qice of thoſe we count barbarow ? 
Let'as look abroad into the world 
and conſider the moſt brautifh Idola- 
ters , They will cut their beloved 
fleſh, and burn their deareſt children, * 
and ſometimes, ſuffer themſelvesto 
be craſh'd ts death by the Carriages 
that bear their 1dsls, becaule their 
Infernal Gods require, and are plea» 
ſedwith, ſuch teſtimonies of their ho» 
mage : Hath the Devil ſuch obſe.- 
quions ſervants? Are thoſe Cruel 
Rites, which he appoints, obſerved 
with ſo much duty z Will thoſe 
- poor wretches do, and ſuffer any 
thing rather than diſpleaſe their »g- 
ly Deities? And are we Chrifti-_ 
axs , Profefling Seryants of the Sox 
of God, our Sovereign and Redeem- 
_ er, and do we negleR this his main, 
Juſt, and gratioss appoigtment. Ts 
this too much to do for him ? And 
do we owe him ſo much Jef 
than Cannibals do their 1dols? 
Certainly thoſe men of the Deſart, 
thoſe wild Savages of the Woods, 


ſhall riſe vp in judgment with fuch 
a (ate 


- — 


_ to the Lopg-Supper. 25 | 
a Generaticn of pretending Chriſti- | 
ans, and ſhall condemn it; _ Me- 
thinks their diligence and exactne(s 
in thoſe hard and. painful ſervices, 
ſhould cover us with bluſhing and 
confulion at our careleſneſs and 
negleQ of. the calie, duty our Lord 
requires from us : And we ſhall 
ſee great reaſon; to , be,aſhamed of. 
our omiſſions; - if we conlider, '.. - - 
.\ That our bleſſed Redeemer had 
liveda Life of poverty. and diſhonorr 
for our ſakes ; He: had, inſtructed 
us in. the way of- Happineſs by this 
excellent Defirzxe and Precepts, .and 
had gone before; us:in an; incompa- 
rable exemple 3: and: now” he' 'was 
jaſt about to corppleat his Love, by 
offering himſelf unto death to deliver 
us from it, and thereby -to-give an: 
inſtance of the naoſt amazing good-! 
neſs ; that ever was : At thir© time, 
he injoyns his Diſciples:to do ſome- 
thing in Remembrance of Him.::And' 
| Lord What is ſufficient to be done 3 
in memory of ſuch, Love? : Had he .Y 
required the. deareſt of our blood, > 
* C and 


ca IEEE A AAA. = A 4A 5... tr como 4 


» _- 


&7 9. 4 


VV Oo 


26 AnEarneft Invitation | 


and the choiceſt of cur ſubſtance tg 
be offer'd to him in acknowledge 
ment , ſhould we have th ot 
Such demands wrreaſsrable? Would 
ordinary ingenuity have ſcrupled to 
make thoſe Sacrthces for fuch kind: 
neſs? But he calls not for -#beſe, 
He looks for no- firſt-boxn of our 
bodies, nox. chief of our Flocks, No, 
He appoints only a feaſt of Memori-Y 
a and commands us to remember 

his Love in that: And ſhall we 
not obſerve him in fo ſmall a mat- 
ter? Hath he not deſorr'd to be 
remembred by us, or do we know 

any better way, to fignifie our re-! 
membrance of him', than thae: 
which himſelf - hath preſcribed ?' 
Should we not do as much as this , 
at the requeſt of an ordinary dying | 
Friend? And. is not the greateſt, : 
and the beſt that ever creatures had, * 
worthy of fuch a teſtimony of af- / 
feftion from us ? I am ſure there } 
is no one can be ſo brutiſh as to deny 
the juſtneſr of the Duty, and me- 


thinks none ſhould be ſo unworthy 
as 
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. as to refuſe compliance with it. 1 
dp} beſeech you therefore, if the , Can- 
it fiderations of Duty can do any thing 
1 with you; If there be any obligate 
of ox in the higheſt Authority, if there 
be any ' allurement in the -ſweeteſt 
love, If your profeſſion of ſubjeQtion 
F to Chriſt be not only a Complement, 
J and if he have any real intereſt in 
j-$ your: Souls; give this proof then, of. 
4 your being.in earneſt, that, which 
vel you would be thought, Refuſe no 
4 more of his Invitations, Neglect no 
$ moxe of his calls z Conlider the ex- 
J preſneſs of his command, and that 
4 thic Law is peculiarly bis : His in 
fuch a ſenſe as. (Baptiſm excepted) 
no. other Law is, . Fox his other: in- 
# , | junctions are but enforcements of the 
ing | Laws that God had written in the 
eft, } 91d Scriptures, and in our hearts , 
ad, } But this is his own proper com- 
af- '} mandment 3 by abcying him in 
| tbir, we particularly' own him as 
ny} our Law-giver, and by refufing we 
16- | renounce him. 
hy But if the conſiderations of Duty 
C 2 ſhould 
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{ould not prove'ſo powerful with” 'Þ 
you, there are others'which 'gene- 
rally uſe'to be: of more'force,namely* 
#boſe taken from our intereſt, And 
here, | - | 1 $0 | 
C11) T defire you to confider the; Þ 
great benefits that a worthy- Com- | 
municant receives, from the holy Sa-' 
crament. This is not # meer barren” 
Ceremony , or unprofitable Rite; 
but 'an inſtrument” and''mieans* to. 
produce and to-convey unſpeakable Þ 
bleſſings to us. Here we receive, © 
(1) Confirmation of ' our Faith :' 
All habits are increas*d bybeing' 
exerciſed; and. this Ordinance” res. 
quires great exerciſes of the'grace of 
Faith : For here we make a ſolemn | 
declaration of it, and thereby bind 
it ſtronger upon our ſouls. And. 
to the exerciſe of this Divine Grace, 
and theſincere and publick profef- * 
ſion of it, there is no doubt but God 
will ſuperadd his ſpecial aid and' } 
bleffing, that out of weakneſs it may' * 
be maaeftrong. So that it your Faith” 
be weak and trembling, it you +are 
perplext 
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\ | perplext with vexations,douhts,and 
. temptations to unbelief,; apply yous 
7 | ſelves to this holy Ordinance, as. tp 
I | . the proper'xemedy. . Declare: your 
» Faith, and pray for more. It you 


'Ff © « 


c 
+ . lich Mark 9. 25. 
-"F (2) Our Repentance | will be 
n keightned by, our due Commyni- 
| cating at the Lords, Table.,. and 
o'$; that in reſpe of all its great Acts, 
e'Þ  viz.- 1. Senſe and Sorrow for Sin, 
2+ Confeſſion of itz, -and. 3, Averſa- 
zonfromit.: - For the-furlt, ; >* 
(1). Theevil of Sin is never {o- 
well diſcerned aSin its effed,s, . It.is 
ſweet in the month but bitter in_ the 
belly: And there is no greater evi- 
.dence. of its vilenc(s and, malignity, 
thanthat we have in. the ſufferings 
of. our. Lord, which are ſct befoxe 
us..in the Holy Sacrament..,, And 
certainly fin muſt ge an accur- | 


4 Fd« thing. ( faith , the 

| mois Chat tha) the bleſſ bl Ga + 

+ as muſ{ thus bemade a Carſc ſe for. its 

p That i Is . doubiloga, mighty. evi, 
at. 
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of the evil of fin, as whenhe is x 
wakened by the figns and images of 
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that cannot be expiated but by the 

blood of: God : And Sin, witFout 
queſtion, hath ' unſpeakable malip- . 
nity in it; fince'it laid fucha load of 
wrath upon the (hc u!ders of Omnj- 
potence, as made him complain,and 
ſweat, and groan,' and dice. The 
good than hath never Tach a ſenſe 


Chriſts Sufferings, and when he 


ſees it writ in Charaflers of Blood. } 
Belides, the baſeneſs and Pratitude 


of Sin is madeevident in all the r& 
preſentations of the Divine Love, 
which we have at the Lords Table: 
We lte there, that it is an abuſe of 


"the greateſt, and mofi tender Good- 


nefs, and there is 'nothing that more 
affe&s ingemuous Souls, than the 
ſenſe of fuch unwarthineſs , and 


this will beget the /ivelieft,and moſt 


kindly ſorrow. They ſhall look on 

me whom they have pierced, and th 

ſhall mourn. Zech. 12, 10. The 

rendereſt grief ariſerh from' the ap- 

prehenfionof abuſed Goodneſs :'A - 
J [ 
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the moxe ingenious Spirits are ſoon- 
er broughtto be troubled for their 
ſins, by a ſenſe of Mer:y , than of 
Terrors. Now there is nothing 
that gives a truer, or greater re- 
preſentation. of Divine Grace and 
Kindneſs than the Holy Sacrament, 


- and therefore this is a very effecual. 


means to beget and increaſe a peri- 


- tential ſenſe and ſorrow for fin. 
And upon this 


(2) Follows Confeſſiow, which 
is one expreſſion of theſe, The. ap» 
prehenſion of an Angry Majeſty 
drives a {inner to deſperation, and 
prevents. his Confeſhon. When 
the Lord ask*d the man in the Goſ- 
pel with ſome ſeverity, How cameſt 
thou bither , not baving a wedding 

arment, he was ſpeechleſs. Terrors 
get (tupifying fear, which ſtops 
the mouth, and dams up all the 
paſſages to and from the foul, 
whereas the diſcoveries of goodnef5 
and mercy open the heart, and melt 
the ſeal upon the lips : They invite 
Supplications,and beget Confeſſions, 
C 4 and. 


and therefore the Sacrament, which 


is a memorial of the greateſt, ſweets | 


eſt, and freelt mercy, tends in ths 


nature of it to the producing hums - 
ble confeſſions and acknowledg- ' 


ments, and it doth it likewiſe. 


(3) As to the Averſation of Re- | 
pentance by the fame way. The top. 


and pcrfcction of Repentance, is, 


to t4r4 from our evil ways, God; 
invites his People to this, by the; 
Argument that is molt powerfully? 
preſs*d upon us in the Sacrament, * 
namely, That'of his pardoning mere 


cy and kindnels.. Return thou backs 
ſliding Iſrael 
cauſe mine anger to fall upon ' you, 
"Jer. 3: 12. His readineſs to pardon 


is the great motive to return,-and 


the Sacrament is the Seal of the 
Covenant of Pardon. Deſpair of 


Mercy keeps men on in a- finful 
courſe. Thou ſayeſt there is no hope, 
fay they in the Prophet Jerem.2.25.. 


They thought their cale deſperate, 
and it follows, Thave loved ftrang- 
err, and after them will I go. The 
Devils 
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and I will not 


4 
> 
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Devils perfiſt irreclaimably in. their 
hatred: of _ God and Goodnels, be- 
cauſe the unalterable Sentence is paſt 
upon them : - and-if men come'once 
to quit their, hopes -of Happineſs, 


, they. will alſo-in-;a ſhort time quit 
| the. thoughts. of God: and. Virtue 


and. give themſelves up ito the 
lwinge of their: Appetites and Incli+ 
nations.” Whereas on the other lide,. 
Hepe-is. the great Encouragement-- 
and. Spring - of Endeavour, . and- 
where thts is enlivened by a Fill and. 
quick.ſenſe of po Goodneſs, 
that Soul will, tecl a. mighty Motive. 
to reform;and turn from fin. Now. 


_ the, Sacrament is the; Seal. of that: 


Covenant which afſyres us of, Grace,.. 
and pardon,and the firmeſt ground: - 


of our beſt hdpes,,and-moſt glorious: 


expecations-..., This the Grace of. 
Kepentance receives increaſe in alt= 
Its exerciſes, from this Divine In-- 
ſtation : ; 20d ſo doth : 

| (3) :That-other moſt excellent- 
Grace, \Love;. bath ag it xd ates. 4+ 
TI, -ang:! Ba t9 vouri:Neighhob-;- 
C 5. (1), In. 
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(1) Tn the Holy Sacrament the 
Myſteries of Divine Love are un- 


folded in all their circumſtances ef | 


wonder. There we fee pardoning, 


redeeming, bleeding, dying, Love. © 


Love, ſuffering for all our fakes; 
and Love, procuring all things 


for our intereſts, Love deſcending 


to the Grave, and Hell, and Love 
triumphing over both : Love lead- 
ing Captivity captive, and' obtain- 


ing gifts for men, Light, Life, and 


a glorious Immortality. Smeh 
Love, and Love beyond what we 
can fay 'and beyond what -'we can 
think, is repreſented at the Holy 
Sacrament, and this muſt necds 
'hre Every foul, that is not as cold 
as the carth, and as dead as the 
"Grave." 'Love begets. Love, and 
_ one* flatne kindles- another. And 
if we think of this Love, and con- 
fider it as we ought when we come 
to the entertainment of Love, this 
woald - excite - our 'affeQions, and 


eurn: 6us' Soak: into holy flames ,' 


and fo ourdead Powers will we”; 
F-081 | a 
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and our d#/F ſleepy affections will 
awake into new ſpirit, and vis 
gour. . We ſhall live by Love, and 
at by Love, till we are reccived' 
into the neareſt embraces of Love , 
and {ſwallowed up in that immenſe 
pcean of Love, Now Love is the 
beſt, and moſt - plealing of all our 

ons, and Love to: God is the 

and moſt pleaſant of all Loves; 
A Love free from thoſe tortures: 


-and difquiets, that ſhame, and thoſe 


gies, that are-produced by. ab» 
and uncertainties , loſs and 
guile , when this paſſion is placed 


- upon other objects. This Love is. 
"the Fountaia of Delight, and the 


ſpring of AGion:, that (weetens 
our troubles , and ſtirs up our - en- 
deavours, that makes: duty agree- 
able, and difficulties eahe, that 
is a preſent Heaven.: and the fore- 
tale of a greater, This alfo (2) 
Tends'to the encreafing : our. Love 
one to another. It is-a' Feaſt of 
Love at our Fathers Honſe-, \ and 
our Lords Table : The: we 56 

Fs. 
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Brethren , and profeſſing Children 
of Love, Here are all the' engage 
-ments to love ſet before us : - The 
Love of our Lord, and his expreſs 
Commandment Fob. 13. 34+ | The 
Relations we ſtand in to God, and 
t0'one another, We "cannot well 
chuſe' but pity our Brothers In 
firmities,- and pardon each others 
faults,” 'when we fee how «much 
God hath. pityed our miſeries, - and 
how. graciouſly he - hath : pardoned 
our offences... Our- animokties'will 
be abated, - and our © thoughts ' of 
malice and' revenge will die. Our 
Indifferences- will be kindneſs, - and 
our kindneſs Love , when we con- 
tider the incxpreſſible-Love of our 
common Lord. and the bleſſed” ef- 
feRs-of that: Love; Reconciliation 


made, - Happineſs procur'd , and 
Sin;and Death;'and Hellconquer'd; 


A ſenſe of theſe, will ſwallow ' up 
all our. little picques, and diſfplea- - 


© (ures andiſo filkus with:the thoughts 
- got: Gratitude, and: Love: That we 


forget-our enmitics, and em- 
brace 
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brace our enemies, and/ſhed abroad | 
our kindneſs upon all about 'us, yea 
and. extend it to all the World-in 
prayers and good "wiſhes, © And 

- now, This Spirit of Charity is a 
moſt divine temper, and a great 
happineſs : *Tis a ſweet, ſerexe,and 
pleaſant thing, a rewardto- it {elf, 
if there were. no--other : 'Whereas. 
envy, and malice, and all the' de- 
prees of: them, are an hell and tor- 
ment to the Soul, they are: great ſins 
and their own: puniſhment; And a 
right uſe of the holy Sacrament will 

{ abate, and remove #heſe,and therein 

alſo adminiſter bleſſed and unſpeak- 
able advantages tous, _ 

_» (4) Our Hopes-are nobly.advan- 

ced, and- ſtrengthened by this: @w. 
| dinance : When the good. man.cors! 
fiders- the Juſtice and - HotireſTuof 

God, and the perfeGion of his:Law 3 

and -then takes a view: of his own 

.finfulneſs, and innumerable -imper- 

fedions 4 His Spirits fail; - and: his 

-hoperis giving up the:'Ghoſt;; he 

Ainks'into trouble, and — 
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the regions of deſpair : Now-all | 
the relief thata man can have in. | 
ſuch a tate, is to be drawn from 
Gods Covenant to pardon fix, and 
to- accept of farh and repentance | * 
inftcad of : perfeion. This: is the | 

Tenour. of the Goſpel, and the 
foundation of our hopes \ and #hir 
Covenant is ſealed and afſured to us 
at- the Sacrament; ſo that thenee 
the fainting Soul may derive life, 
and quickning. And when the 
drooping Chriſtian comes from 
ſeeing God putting his Seal to his 
pardon, and to the promiſes made 
him of eternal Life z his Hopes 
recover, and his ſpirits return un- 
to him; his Soul leaps for joy, 
and all his powers are full. of 
content, and pleaſure : and over - 
and above tbir, God is pleaſed at 
ſach | times: efpectally, to vouchſaſe 
more: abundant manifeſtations 'of 
himfelf to the Soul, ſealing his love. 
upon it,and giving it fo mych_ afſu- 
rance' as may deliver it from-its 
unreaſonable doubts and A” 
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 andmake it in part partaker of our 
| Maſters joy. But this will be a par- 


ticular by it {cif Thercfore 
(5) "The boly Sacrament is an 


_ excellent means to heighten a Chri- 
- fifans Foy and Comfort, For there 


we are in a fpectal exerciſe of our 
Graces , and by them are pre- 
pared for Divine peace and plea- 
ſure, That peace of God which 
paſſeth all underftanding, Phil. 4.7» 
and #his is ſomething more than that 
content that naturally ariſeth ppon, 
and refults from, the Actions of 
holineſs and vertue; and is ſuper- 
added by the nearer applications of 


, the Spirit of God to the Soul 3 


This pleaſure and fatisfaRtion God 
is always willing to beſtow upon 
us, but we by our fins indifpoſe 
our' ſelves for it, and it is not to 
be given bnt to prepared Sowls ; 
And now according to the greater, 
or feſs degrees of our Pray, 
arid” exerciſe 'of ' our graces, * 


| hall have more, or teſt of this bo. 


haul joY, and fatisfaRion ir our 
Communions . 
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Communions. -But beſides the j 
which is'ecial, and RE 
The Ordinance in its own. Ny 
tends to delight and pleaſyre. | 
had raiſed ſtorms., and. KIB 4. ' 
by, our fins, and provoked hin 
whom we. can neither . reſiſt, . nor: 
avoid : His Countenance was. full 
of dread and terrours , and Death 
and Hell ſtood ready for the com- 
mand to ſeize upon us: And muſt Þ}- 
ie not needs fill thoſe with joy and: Þ 
tranſport, - that were juſt now in, Þ 
this dreadful ſtate, when. they ſhall: * 4 
ſce the Heavens..cleared , and the Þ 
ſtorms gone, to-behold: ſmiles and, 4 
love in the face of the offended Ma='} 
jeſty 3 .to be aſſured that he is recon+ 
ciled, and his Arms are open to.re- 
ctive us: That Hell and Death art, 
deftroyed,, and Lifeand Happineſs, 
procured for -us? , All theſe are. ſet 
before us in the. holy Sacrament, 
and did we uſe it as we ought, 'ous. 
ay would' be,, tranſported., with: 

joy and we-ſhopld ſhave a delights 
forctaije. F: the  happineſs,and F 
triumphs, F 
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(6) Is another happy advantage 


" wederive , or may do, from the 


holy Sacrament,viz.That-itheight- 
ens. and ſpirits our Gratitude. .;and 
Praiſes, "Praiſe and acknowledg- 


. ment".of Divine. favours, are all 
+ the return we can make for themz 
- and we are to offer up theſe Sa- 
$ crifices for'oar ſclves , | and all the 
F other cxeatures:. But the'trommos- 
4 - neſr-ofoarmercies takes ;:away: the 
4 ſenſe-of them, and we paſs them 
” over with ſlight aud cuſtomary ag- 


knowledgments : - This ordinarily 
is our courſe, -and *tis a very dilin- |. 
genuous and ungrateful - carriage-tO 


the bountiful Author of our beings, 


and bleſſings : But now at the 'Ho- 
ly Sacrament, Divine favours are 
particularlyand folemnly xepreſent- 


. ed , our remembrance awakened, 


and our affections excited 5 and 
the 
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'F triumphs of the Bleſſed, and all our 

- + Lives would be | Anthems of Praiſe 
and acclamation to the adorable 

"Author and procurer: of our Blef- 
lings.. And this 
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the devout Soul pours it {elf forth 
into holy Euchariti, and thanks | + 
giv The beert is full, and the 
mouth flows; all the powers rejoyce, 
and. rejoycing breaks forth: into 
Songs of - Praiſe : And fo begine that. 
bleſſed employment, which ſhall be } _ 
the work and happineſs of Hea- 
VEN. 

Thus we ſhall receive increaſe Þ} 
to our Graces, and our Comforts, | 
from the frequent, and due uſe of © 
the Hbly Sacrament; and all other 
ſpiritual advantages are contain'd 
ticulars we may encoxrage our ſelves. 
to our daty, fo iz them likewifk 
we may ſee how we are to demean 
our ſelves- in the diſcharge of it: 
what alis we are to exerciſe, and 
by what conſiderations we may ſtir ©} 
op our graces, inflame our affedi- 
#7, and itrengthen our reſoluth- 
And now the Bexefits that I have 
repreſented to encourage and invite 
you to the boly Sacrament donot one 


ly 


| 
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ly concern the tborowgh, and 

Chriftian, but even'all thatownthe 
profeflionof Chrilts Religion, and 
have not- renounc*d their Bap- 
tiſmal engagements by lewdneſs , 
and 'impiety: For ſuch have ſome 


. degrees of * Faith, Love, Repentance, 
' and other vertucs':' But the unhap- 


pineſs is] that zbeſe, in the moſt, 


. are very low, imperfect and in a 


degree that will not ſecure: their 
condition : Theſe graces '"rhuſt be 
advanced to nobler meaſurer,and to 


ach degrees , as may over 
reghes bby ry habits, YE dibefains "i 


Till the matter comes to this,- we 
are under the Law and a ſpirit of 
bondage; in a condition of impo- 
tency and weakne(7, and not arrived 
to the glorious Liberty and . Power of 
the Sons of God : This, all that pro- 
fels the Chriſtian Faith and Hopes, 
ought to aim at, and cndeavour af- 
ter; and the Sacrament js the moſt 
proper and likely means for the ad- 
vancing of our imperfe@ graces to 
that noble height. So that all mu 
teling 
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feſling Chriſtians are. concerned. it 


pens duty; and-capable of the 


be 
fits. And to all thoſe that have = 


thoughts, andſ#ch deſires; the. 
 - fiderations 1 have preſented will be 
' of moment. -- But for thereſt that 


are careleſt: and unconcerned, dead to 


ſuch-ſpirituatiMotives, and ftupidh | 
careleſ5 of the dnty, and the privie © 
Jegger - that attend;it, They axe wat. 
Chriſtians, but .do_ as much as in- 


them lies, to renounce their. Reli-* 
gion,and-to-put themſelyes ae 
condition of Heazhens and proſe 

Infidels, '- This is: that Leome.n 


todiſcourle. 3 + o- 


CH AP. .1V. 
Fter all my perſwaſions, and 


moſt earneſt endeavours, 1 
have too rnuch cauſe. to, think that | 


' ſome among you negleR. the holy 
. Qzdinance not far ay. reaſon os 
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they have,ot can as much as pretend, 
but from meer brutiſh ftmpidity a and 
wntonedrnmeent;* They care not for 
theſe *eÞi"igs, ' The motives of Reli- 
0 arid another world; '\can d6'ne- 


| thing with'them ſuch conſiderations 


are not felt, but - paſt over their 
Souls" without making any impreſ” 
fions off 'them | - And *now;/ 25 for' 


ſfath;” 1: 6me ito fhew, © That: they 


diſclaim Cbriſt', and his Religion, 
and' ar&by*no means to'be xeckbn-' 
&d'inte- the number of Chriſtiazs. 
This I prove by thi following Pare! 
ticulars, 4 449 

*\ Firſt; They renounce a \main 
Atricle' of the' Creed', vis. The' 
Commnnion -of Saints , their 
Communion 'with (1) Chrift, and 
their ng prey with ('2 ) one 
another. LE 5 | 

OC x !) :Chriſt-invites us to His 
Table:, abd* prepares a' fpirity- 
a entertaiyment 'for -us' 3 Pry: in 
that there is a ſolemn and ſpecial 
itercourſs - between. him ,” and his 
me dag which: on or part COn- 
liſts 


45 
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feſſing Chriflians- are. concerned in 
the duty; and-capable of thebent 
fits. And to all thoſe that have ſuch 
thoughts, andſ#ch deſires; the on | 

_ - fiderations I have preſented will be 

of moment. -: But for the reſt that 
are careleſiand unoancerned, dead tg 
ſuch fprrituali[Motives, and; ftp 
careleſ7.of the dxty, and the; prin 
Jegger that attend:it, They are nt} -. 
Chriſtians, but -do. as much as in: 
them lies, .to renounce their. : Relie* 
gion,and-to-put themſelyes inco the 
condition of Heajhens pod projet 
Infidels, '- This is: that Lame 
#0 diſcours 5 73) 


CHAP, Iv. 
| A Fter all my perſivaſic 1005, and}; 


moſt earneſt endeavours. J 
have too rnuch cauſe. to, think that. ; 
ſome among you negleR. the holy 
Hina: not for apy. reaſon oh | 
5 | theF; | 
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they have,ot can as much as pretend, 

& | butfrom meer brutiſh ftapidity : and 
«S | wnbonedrnneent. *” They. eare not" for 
ky theſe 'hiigs. The motives of Reli- 


be # gon arid another world,'\can d6'u0- 

; thing with'them 3/ſuch confiderations 

3 are not” felt, but - paſt over their* 
Souls" without meking any irpreſ” 
frons off 'themr | And *now,''2$'for' 
ſuch; 1 $0me ito fhew, That: they 
in} difcleim Chriſt, and his Relights, 
| and'areby'no means'to' be xeckon- 
be F <d'(into- the number of Chriſtians. 
q. This I: prove by the following Par-' 


ticulars, 
- Firſt; "They renounce a \main 
; Article of' the' Creed , vis." The' 
f -Columanion -of = Saffits , their 
"4 Communion 'with (1) Chiift, and 
4 their Communion with ('2 ) one 
another. LY 2s | 
OC x !):Chriſt-invites us to his 
} Table, abd* prepares a' { irity- 
4 entertaiyment for us 3 and (in 
that there is a ſolemn and ſpecial 
iMtercourſs - between. him ,” and his 
me inch which on ozr part \CON- 
liſts 


oooh WB 
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fiſts in the exerciſe of our Graces 3, 
and. on bis, in the benefits, aud: 
bleſſings - he beſtows. - He. invites 
us to came and to meet him thers, 


£0 enjoy, ſpiritual oor 
and communion with him 3 ig 


now, wilfully.to refuſe the invis. 
tation, is to lagnihe our coutempt of 
the holy Jeſus , and ſo- declare that. 
we. care not. fos any nearncls-' of 
correſpondence with: him --.. And 
ſach negleQexs- in effect fay, -that. 
they hos the converle. and commu. 
nion of their vain, and vicious come 
pany: That they can ſpend their, 
time pleaſantly in their converfatis- 
on, upon an Ale bench, or. place: 
of idleneſs , or debauches : But for- 
Chrift Fefus they likg nat bis cont 


pany , and, caxe not for any intis' 


macy of acquaintance with him. 
This is. the dire& language ',of 


ſuch praftices, and, negle&s, and 


what kind. of Chriftians axe. (web. 
as theſe ? 
(2) They renounce the Commey 


#104 ok Saints oxe among auotber. The 
holy 
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holy Sacrament is the Feaſt of Cha» 
rity,” and Chriſtian Love, and ters 
our aFections axe united to God, 
and to our brethren. There we 


_ profeſs to be 'of owe » ome 


Society , and to be all ers One 
of another, So that thoſe who neg- 


1 and refuſe this holy Symbol 


of Love , break off from the So-" 
clety of Chriftions , and declare 
= will” have nothing to- do- 
with them , as far as they are 


concerned in that name, and rela- 


tion ; That they wilt not be of che 
fiock and number that Chrift calls 
bis, but would rather have their 
lot with the World, and herd of 
mankind , who are ſtrangers to 
the Covenant of Promiſe , without 
boys, and without God in the world. 
Epb,2, x2. That they value not 
their priviledges, nor care for their 


| bopes, This is the meanivg of their 


negtet, and ſaxch Chriſtians are 


- the wilful refuſers. 


(2) They renounce their Bapsiſns 
This 
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This is the Sacrament of entrayce* 
into Chriſtianity, and . bere engage-: | 
ments \ are Jaid upon: us- without: 
our, knowledge or , conſent. At. 
the Sacrament. of the Lords / Sip»; Þ + 
per we ſolemmly engage, and #aky | 

thoſe obligations upon ovwr ſelves. If. 
we refuſe to,do.this, we withdraw | 
our couſent from; what was donein: 
our 'liead; we make our Baptiſm: 
void, and put our. felyes/ into the! 
ſtate of Infidels and Heathens. : The» 
 Tadians were by the Spaniards dris: 
ven, to Baptiſm in droves, like Cat- 
tel to the: water,, without know 
ing what it .meant,' or what. they. 
did init: 'were' theſe Chriſtians by: 
virtue of ſuch a Baptiſm ? 'Eſpeci- 
ally, is there any reaſon to think 
theſe of them ſuch, who as ſoonas 
they were free, made open decla-: | 
rations -againlt it. And are #buſe: 
among, ,us Chriſtians , who wee: 
figned with that Religion when they 
could not help it?apd profeſs againli 
it by their actions and negleds, 
as ſoon” as, 'they are -in capacity 
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to doit ? who diſown it, when they 
are ſ#lemuly called to put their ſeal, 
and to declare-their allowatice and 


' approbation? Their ſareties _ 
Id be- 


ged for them that they ſhou 

lieve the Chriſtian Faith; keep Gods 
Commandments , and renounce the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil : 
But ſay 2boſe by their practice,what 
had they to do to undertake (ach 
things for us 3 we will- ſtand to no 


fuch engagements : weare call'd 


on to make this good our ſelves in 
perſon at the other Sacrament, or 
by our neglects to declare it void: 
but we will not tie our ſelves, or 
own any ſuch ingagements uponus: 
we will leave our ſelves at large to 
believe what we pleaſe, and to 
practice what we phancy, and to 
pratifie and worſhip, as long as we 
think fit, the World, the Devil, and. 
the Fleſh, our friends and deareſt 
correſpondents, All this likewiſe 
is plainly ſignified in the neglect 
of the. holy Sacrament z and there- 


fore certainly ſuch are no better 
F--"" Chriſtt- 
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Chriſtians than the wild men of 
America:which will further appear 
if we conſider. 

(3.) That by it they deny the 
very profeſſion of Chriſt TJeſus; 
They will not ſo much as claim, 
nor pretend to him, in any ſolemn, 
ſignificant way. 'To ſay that weare 
Chriftians , and now and then to 
bear a Sermon , theſe are not pro- 
feſſion exoufgh ; They are but cold 
declarations of our opinion 3 no 
good fignifications of our Faith, 
Theright profeſſion of Chriſtianity is 
made, by our preſenting our ſelves 
at the Lords Table, and owning 
our Faith there; that is a ſolemn and 
publique confeſſion and acknow- 
ledgment. To hear Sermons is to0. 
often but curioſity or cujtom, to fay 
we are of the Chriſtian Religion, 1s 
but a declaring in what way We 
have been brought up 3 and meer 
education-Faith is but a fuint wnſig- 
nifying thing; It is but opinion,and 
a low dzgree of afſent. -*Tis true, 
2-man may be a Formglijt and an 

Hypoerite 
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ocrite when he comes to the 
Lords Table, as well as in other 
lower {ignifications of his Religi- 
on. But however, he makes a pro- 
feſſion, and that which is proper and 
ſolemn : whereas the wilfully negli- 
gent refuſe to oo any due confeſ(- 
tion of Chrilt and his Religion. 
They openly deny bim before mew , 


"ad ſuch be will deny before bis Fa- 


ther which is in beaven, Mat. 10.33. 
To- withdraw from the profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity in times of difficulty 
and perſecution is a great ſinz but 
'tis ſucha one as admits of ſome 
extennation from the frailty of bu- 
mane nature,and the temptations of 
feer and ſelf love; But to deny the 
profeſſion of Chriſtin times of Li- 
erty and encouragement, this isan _ 
affront to the Holy Feſus, for whieh 
there isno ſhadow of excuſe, and 
muſt ariſe from contempt, and a 
confeſt neglet of him. Such per- 
ſons publiſh to the world, that they 
own #ething of Religion ; but count 


it a diſparagement to be thought 
D 2 any 
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any wayconcern'd for it. And fo 
are by no means to be accounted 
Chriltians. Further, 
(4-.)Their refuſal and neglec is 
a quiting and renouncing the whole 
Govenant that God hath made with 
tinners.in his Son. The Covenant 
on Gods part offers Grace and Glory, 
and on ozrs, it binds to Faith and 
fncere obedience. We are called to 
the Sacrament to ſee God confirm- 
ing what he hath promiſed , and 
aſſuring us to make good what 
concerns him: On the -other fide, 
we arc to preſent our ſelves there, 
to profc(s our readineſs and reſole- 
tion, to pzrform oxr pert , to keep 
the terms to which we were ingag- 
ed, and upon which wE expect the 
promiſed bleflings. Now if we wil 
tylly rctuſe this Confirmation, we 
withdraw our felves from the Co» 
2nant, and declare that Grace and 
Glory are things that we neither 
care for nor expect 3 and that we 
wiil not tie our ſelves to any Faith 


or homage ; but would be as frees 
ne 
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we.can, tofallow the Devil and our 
Laſts : and fo are very. far from be- 


ing Chriſtians, 


—_—_ 


CHAP, V. 


Have thus ' briefly ſhewn you 
what is ſignified and implyed 
in the negle? of the Holy Sacra» 
ment. Many of you that are guilty 


. of this (in, would I ſuppoſe beoath 


openly, and in words, to renounce 
Chriſt and his Religion 3 'and yet 
while you continue in this obſti- 
nate, dangerous negle&, you doit , 
as fully as.if your tongues declared 
againſt that name and profeſſion. 
And I think when any ſuch as, tbeſe 
turn Papiits, Turk, or Jews, they 
do but change to ſame ſhew. of Re 
ligion, from none at all. So that it is 
po real diſparagement, or loſs to 
our Church, when thoſe Infidels 
declare in words, what before they 
lufficiently ſGignitied by their pra- 

D 3 chce, 
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Sice, They go out from us, becauſe 
#bey were never of uz, 1 Joby 2.19, 
They do not change their Religion, 
for they had never any before 
which they might exchange. 

This, Sirs. in {criow3 truth, is the 
condition of theſ? that wilfully re. 
fuſe, and negle& the Duty of Holy 
Communion ; And methinks it 
ſhould make ſuch tremble to conf 
der, that they live in a profeſt and 
impudent contempt of God. You 
pity Heatbens, and ignorant Ame- 
ricans; but there is work enough 
for your pity at home, and their 
condition certainly is not worſe, 
than the condition of thoſe carelefs 
negligent ſinners among our ſelves, 
Yea, the Apoſtle tells us, That 'tis 
better never to bave known the way if 
truth, than afier we bave known tt 
t0 turn away from the Holy Com-- 
mandment, 2 Pet.2.21. and our Sa 
viour ſaith,I: ſhall be more tolerable 
for the dark Tyre and Sidon, at judgs 
ment, than for the exlightnedCa- 


pernaum and Bethſaida, Met, 11.2%. 
Wwe 
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We think their. condition dread- 


ful that ſay, there is to God, and no 
doubt it is ſo : And certainly there 
ſtate is not Jeſs deplorable , That 
acknowledge there is a God, but de- 
fie him, and carry the matter ſo, as 
it in good earneſt there were #0 
fach being, To live at large without 
the ſerious profeſſion of ſome Reli- 
gion is brutihh and nnnatural , And 
ſuch Savages, deſerve not to con- 
tinue in the (ocieties of men, but. 
are fitter to range among the wild 
beaſts of the woods : Such are thoſe 
among us, that never make any ſe- 
lemn profefſion of any Religion, by 
any aft of their own : They have #o 
Religion, but that of their Climate, 
which they neither underſtand, nor 
mind 3 they are Chriſtians by the 
Chriſtianity of others ( viz. the ge- 
zeral profeſſion of their Country) or 
they are none at all; and if they 
live and dic in tbis condition, 
wild men and Cannibals will at 
the laſt be in a better ſtate than 


they.. | 
4 D 4 And- 
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And now. Sirs, Reaſon for this 
.careleſneſs and dangerous wegl ef, I 
amfſureyou have none 3 Nor do 


the fort I am now dealing with, ; 
pretend Scruples of Conſcience But 


tome Excyſes there are, ( which 
you kxow are but vain that you 
uſe upon occaſion, to take off the 
edge of reproof, and to ſeem juſti- 
hed in the fight of men. 

Thus they that were invited to 
the Supper.in the Parable, Luke, 
18, made excxſes ; One had Bought 
Ground, "and he muſt ſee. it 3 a ſc« 
cond, had bought Oxen, and he muſt 
#rythem; and a third, had married 


a Wife, and could not come. None 


of theſe pretences had. any good 
reaſon in them; they were. ſome» 
thing to ſay, and had a little color, 
but they were not the caſes of 
their not coming to the Swpper, 
No, the true ground was their con» 
tempt of the Maſter, and his Invi- 
tation: and therefore Mat. 22, 3» 


_*tis ſaid, They wonld not come 
Their excuſes were looked on,as flat 


deny- 
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denyalt ,-and the' reaſon is given 
after :-It was not their Ground, 
nor their Oxex, nor their Marriage; 
but their diſefteem of the Lord, and. 
his Feaſt, They made light of it, v.5, 
But though theſe excuſes were not 
good, yet they had ſomething, ſpe-- 
cious in them : *T'was buſineſs, and, 
conſiderable occaſions that were al- 
kdg'd : and ſuch affairs theyreslly 
had 3 for *tis ſaid in St. Matthew ,. 
that they went their way, oxe to. 
bis Farm , and axother to bis Mer- 
chaudiſe;ſo that-there was ſomething. 
ae-in their pleas, though the main. 
thing tor which they were brought,, 
was falſe. But now,if they. had ſent; 
word, that the Lords houſe was fo- 
far off, that they were not #ble to- 
go to it, though really it were with-- 
in ſome few furlongs.of their remo- 
teſt dwellings, and not further thanz 
the Markets, which they.conftantly, 
frequented : There had been more- 
folly in this excuſe. If they had. 
ſaid, that there. was not room for.” 
them all in the Lord's Houſe, when. 
" W % they 
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they knew, that it was never fult 
on ſxcb occaſions, and that a great 
part of thoſe that were invited; 
would not come, ſo that they were 
. fare to find too- many empty pla- 
ces 3 the excufe would have been 
interpreted as a mockery, and 4 
ſeoff at the invitation. If they 
had told the Meſſengers- , that 
they would not come , except 
they had each of them a Chair 
and Cuſhion provided for him , 
and might fit in ffate and eaſe 
at the Entertainment, this had been 
greater arrogance than: appears in 
tboſe Refuſers. If they had ſent the 
Lord word, that they. would not: 
feaſt with him, at ſuch, or ſuch 
his Houſes , that were appointed., 
2nd were molt convenient for their 
reception z but they would haveit 
bere , or there, at home, and next 
door 3; tm places much leſs fit : This 
would have been a very hwmorſome 
and very rude anſwer to the Invi- 
cation. Tf further they had faid, 
that. the Fealt-began too ſoon, and 
that: 


to the Lows Dupper; 


+ that they could not riſe ſo early, 


though the Sun was up many. 
Hoke before, and they were abroad 
every day earlier about their-other- 
buſineſs; This alſo had been an 
affront to the Maſter, and a con- 
tempt to his kindxeſs. But if theſe 
ſrl, unworthy people thould have 

been h«amour* 4 in all particulars, 
and things ſhould I. been ſo 
managed , as to have avoided all 
theſe pretences-: . and yet-if after: 
ſuch condeſcenſion they. ſhould 
have refuſed , they. had confirted * 
themſelves, and given the lye to 
their excuſes : 
ſtanding all this , they ſhould have 
cried out that they were perifhing 
for want of bread ; and clamour'd. . 
and complain'd heavily that provi-- 
fion was not made for them what 
could have been ſaid to ſuch an im- 
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But, if notwich- 


pudent brazen'd ' ſort. of Hypu-- 


crites, 

Sirs, there are ſome among you : 
that underſtand what- I mean: I: 
ſpeak not thus- out of ill will to. 


upbraid.! 
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upbraid any of . you, but I ought to Þ 
mind.you, and to endeavour to cons, 
vizce you of your fins. What ever 
colours the guilty may ſet upon their 
negle&s, and contempts of Holy 
Ordinances, before- men, God will 
not be deceiv'd,. or mock'd ; there is 
no patting tricks upon him. If you 
will not be perſwaded to your du- 
ty, he knows the reaſon, and *tis in 
vain to. make falſe flouriſhes, and 
excuſer, Yea, ſome mens pretences 
are ſo openly untrue, and groſs, that 
they. cannot as much as hope to, 
deceive mex by them.. Every one 
ſees the falſehood, and lying of their 
allegations z all their «ous pro- 
claim that. they do not themſelves 
believe, or mean any thing, that they 

ſay 3 and-yet they have the prodt- 
gious impudence to lye on in the 
face of God, and cenſcience:, and 
men. So ſeared, and hardned are 
fome in their perverſneſs and bypo-. 
crifie, and aCt. at that rate, as if it 
were a play-game, and ſport of wit 
to (hew how many waycs they had 
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to evade their 'duty, with ſome - 
ſhew of reaſon. Sirs, when this vile 
ſort of evil men have the forchead 
to pretend Religion, they become the 
molt miſchievous miſcreants upon 
earth 3- and the fitteſt Inſtruments 
that Sathan can defire or uſe for | 
the affairs of his Kingdom. But 
no more of them now. 

Friends, I am exceeding trou- 
bled to ſee how  #ndutiftl to God, , 
and how unkind to themfetves, how 
fooliſh and unreaſonable many men 
are, when they ſeek for little ocea- 
ſions to-pretend , as reaſons againſt 
the greateſt and moſt important Du- 
ties z when that which would ex- 
cuſe nothing elſe , ſhall excuſe them 
unto God for a negled of his wor- 
Pip , inthe greateſt Inſtances of it : 
An aking finger ,, a few Drops of 
rain, the cold Air, a Fit of Drowſi- 
neſ7, an impertinent viſit, or ſach 
like trifles, are enough to be pleaded 
for abſence from the Houſe of God, 
and Holy Communion with him.. 
My wife was not at home, or ſhe 
was 
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was buſie, my Childs head aked, 
or F had friends to dine with'me , 
therefore I coxeld #0t be at the Sa-- 
crament. Therefore I could not ! 
For ſhame falſe man! offer ſxch 
excuſes to thy Mafter,or thy Prince, 
when he- commands, and expeds 
thine attendance, ſee how he will 
take them from thee: yea offer ſuch 
but to thine equal, that waits for 
thee on affairs of moment, and try 
how kindly he will receive the 


diſappointment on -ſuch grounds. 


Dot thou ufe toſay, I could not 
go out: to market to buy neceſfa- 


ries, becauſe *rwas cold weather ;. 


I could not go to Dinner, to my 
kind Neighbour next door,that in- 
vited me, becauſe I had priek't my. 


Finger ? Are ſuch pretences too- 


trifling to be uſed on. ſuch ordi-. 


nary occaſions, and are they. 


enough for the greateſt ? - will they. 
ſerve to excuſe thy negle&- of 
feeding thy ſoul with the bread of 
lite, and thy making proviſion for 
eternity ? 


Will they: anſwer for 
thy: 
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tothe Lods Supper. g6 
thy not waiting on the Lord, the 
Lord of Life and Glory, when he. 
invited thee to the Featt- of Love 
at the Houſe of Banquets? What 
thoughts. haſt thou. of the privi-- 
ledges of the Goſpel, the Communi- 
onof Saints, the peace of Conſcience, 
the joyes of the Holy Gboft, the 
foretaſtes of Glory ; what; I ſay, doſt- 
thou think of theſe , if they: have 
not ſo much power with thee as the 
molt acknowledged trifles? With 
how much Jeſs reſpe& and devo-. 
tion doſt thou ſerve God, than. 
wicked men do the Devil and their 
Lufts? When they invite to jolly 
meetings and communiou in debau- 
chery and beſtial madneſs, do the 
Blades uſe to make ſuch excuſes ? 
Are they diverted and kept off 
from- their. bratiſhþ ſatisfaQtion by 
ſuch Nothings ?certainly-they could 
not ſo excuſe themſelves to their: 
luſts and vile Compauions. And do 
you pretend to be worſhipers of the 
God of Heaven, and worſhipers of 
the beſt and pureſt ſort, to be Chri- 
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was buſie, my Childs head aked, 
or F had friends to dine with'me , 
therefore I could not be at the Sa-- 
crament,, Therefore I could not! 

For ſhame falſe man! offer ſac 
excuſes to thy Mafter,or thy Prince, 

when he- commands, and expects 
thine attendance, ſee how he will 
take them from thee: yea offer ſuch 

but to thine equal, that waits for 

thee on affairs of moment, and try 

how kindly he will receive the 
diſappointment on -ſuch grounds. 
Dot thou ufe toſay, I could not. 
go out: to market to buy neceſſa- 
ries, becauſe *rwas cold weather ; 
I could not go to Dinner, to my 
kind Neighbour next door,that in- 
vited me, becauſe I had priek't my. 
Finger # Are ſuch pretences too- 
trifling to be uſed on. ſuch ordi-. 
nary occaſions, and are they. 
enough tor the greateſt? - will they. 
ſerve to excuſe thy negle&- of 
Feeding thy ſoul with the bread of 
lite, and thy making proviſion for 
eternity? Will they: anſwer for 
tby: 


tothe Lods Supper. g6 
thy not waiting on the Lord, the 
Lord of Life and Glory, when he. 
invited thee to the Fealt of Love 
at the Houſe of Banquets? What 
thoughts- haſt thou. of the privi-- 
ledges of the Goſpel; the Commni- 
onof Saints, the peace of Conſcience, 
the joyes of the Holy Ghoft, the 
foretaſtes of Glory ; what; I ay, doſt- 
thou think of theſe , if they: have 
not ſo much power with thee as the 
moſt ackrowledged triftes? With 
how. much Jeſs reſpe& and devo-: 
tion doſt thou ſerve God, than. 
wicked men do the Devil and their 
Lufts-? When tbey invite to jolly 
meetings and communion in debau- 
chery and beſtial madneſ7, do the 
Blades uſe to make ſuweh excuſes ? 
Are they diverted and kept off 
from- their. bratiſh ſatisfaQtion by 
ſuch Nothings ? certainly. they could 
not ſo excuſe themſelves. to their: 
luſts and vile Compauions. And do 
you pretend to be worſhipers of the 
God of Heaven, and worſhipers of 
the beft.and pureſt ſort, to be Chri- 
ftians, 
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ſtians',, and expecants of eternal 
glories as rewards of your ſervices ; 
and do you thus ſerve your Maker, 
now and then when the humour 
takes you, when the Devil hath #0 
buſineſs for you, and you have #0- 
thing elſe to do? Arc you not 
aſhamed to confeſs that Religion 
hath fo /itthe power with you, and 
that every thing can do more with 
you, than your duty to Ged, and 
the intereſt of your ſouls ? Do 
you thus work out your ſalvation ? 
Do you thus ſeek, a Kingdom, a bea- 
venly Kingdom,an everlaſting King- 
dom? Is this the work and patience 
of the Goſpel ? Is this running, 
and ftriving,and fighting, and giving 
diligence ? Is this cutting off right 
hands,and plucking-out right eyes ? 
Is this forſaking- all and: following 
Chriſt * If there be any reaſon, it 
there be any ſhame, if there be any 
Conſcisnce, if there be any ſenſe of 
God and Religion in you, let not 
ſmall matters. keep you. from this 
your greateſt duty. and concern 3 
Make 


to the Lozvs Supper. 
Make no more ſuch vajn and felf- 

condemning Apologies, 1 know not 
whether it were not better for you 
once for all, to ſay you are #0 
Chriſtians 3 than to inliſt on. ſuch 
ſhameleſs pretentions for your neg- 
k&s of Chrit and his appoint- 
ments. I add no.more on this 
head now I pray God you may 
liy to heart what I have ſaid, 


"I 
w__ 


] Muſt now diſcourſe with the 0 
ther ſort of Refuſers, Viz. 

"(2) Thoſe that ſtand off upon the 
ſcore of miſtakes of Confſeience. In 
_ applying 'my ſelf to then, I ſhall 
conſider the moſt weighty obje@tons 
that carry any colowr of Conſcience 
with them. - And though I know 
many pretend ſcruples of this ſort , 
when in earneſt they are not the rea- 
fons of their negle&ts 3 yet becauſe 
they are ſo toſome,l ſhall take them 
tO 
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to account... They are of two 
ſorts 

(1) Such as hinder men only 
ſometimes, and in part. 

(2 ) Such as wholly obſiru& 
their Communtion,and are pretended 
as grounds, why they cannot par- 
take withus at any time. 

Of the fir kind: are #beſe that 
follow 3 vis; | 
[ I would not have neglefied the ho 
iy Sacrament, but I was not in 
ebarity, ſuch, or ſuch a perſon 

hath abuſed me, and 1 was at 
edds with him 3 ſo that I durſt not 
Come. | 

To this I ſay, That in fach an 
occaſion, thou art ſeriouſly, and im- 
partially to conlider , whether thy 
diſplealure were juft', or wnjul(t., 
upon the determining of tþis will 
depends the ſiate of the caſe. If 

( 1) Thy diſpleaſure were juſt, 
and thy Neighbour hath done thee 
wrong, and perfifts in it without r#« 

pentance, or reparation > "tis no un- 
cbaritableneſs to be. diſpleaſed or 


to 


_ oof cc. vac ec wwaw Xa ax. 


to the Lozds Supper- 67 
tothink amiſs of him. In ſ=ch a 
caſe, thy anger is noſfin3 ſo long as 
it keeps it (elf within juſt bownd-s. 
Be angry, and fin not, faith the Apo- 
ſtle, Epb.q.26.they may be parted 
And what is no fin cannot wnfit us 
for the holy Communion. For that 
Ordinance doth not oblige us to be 
reconciled in our thoughts to wick- 
ed and injurious men, while they 
impenitently continue ſuch : It will 
indeed require us not to revenge 
our ſelves on- them to do them 
wrong or to defire their rrize, or 
as much as bxrt 3 but not to have 
kind and good thoughts of them 
while they continue obſtinate in 
their ſms, and injuſtice: otherwiſe it 
were in the power of every wicked 
perſon to hinder the good man from 
the Sacrament,when he pleaſed. On 
ſuch an occaſion (I fay) we may be 
innocently angry, and not only pity 
the injurioxs man, which many 
times is but a provd, though more 
plawfibleword to diſguiſe our anger- 
And the perſon that is but th#s ſr 
» 
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ly. pleaſed with an offender againſt 
God, and himſelf, is not 1n4iſpoſed 
for the £acrament thereby. It this 
be your caſe any time, you. ought 


not to permit the injury of another | - 


to do you ſo much more, as to keep 
you from your attendance on Chriſt 
at his Feaſt of Love. | 

But(2 )If upon examination you 
have found, that your anger, and 


diſpleaſure was #nju# 3 then the 


fin, and the wrong was on your 
part . and -you. ought to repent, 
as a preparation for the Sacrament 5 


which indeed is the properelt 1#-" 


ftrument, to advance your further 
degrees of penitence, There you 
will tind confiderations, and. belps 
for the cooling of the beats of your 
paſſien 3 ' and for the allaying the 
boylings of your rage, and aximiſity: 
I ay, if you axe convinced in 
your conſcience, that your wrath 


is #1deſerved , you ought to repent 


and if you do. ſo, you ought to uſe 
the. Holy Sacrament for. the confir- 
mation and heightning of your Re- 
pentance. os) 
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So that the ſcruple of not berng 
in charity, cannot juſtly keep any 
from-the Sacrament, but thoſe that 
know they hate their brother with- 


' out a tauſe, and- are reſolv*d to 


perſift in that hatred 3 ſuch as will 
not -be reconciled to one. that 
hath donethem wrong, though he 
repents,and endeavours reparation : 
And ſuch in effe&, renounce Chriſt, 
and declare that they expe no 
benefit from his meris, or mediation, 
for the obtaining pardon for them- 
ſelves. If this be your condition , 
you may well be afraid to come 


"to the Holy Sacrament 3 and you 


may-as well tremble to pray, For- 
\oive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 


| them that treſpaſs againſt us, For 
' this is directly praying againſt your 


ſelves. I hope it is not thus with 
any of you that make this excep- 
tion. | 

But your neighbour you think 
is an ezil man, hath done you 1#jx- 
ry, and not arkt your pard#, or 
fought your amends you are there- 
tore 
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foxe much difpleaſed and feel great 
anger in your mind againſt him ; 
but yet are very ready to forgive, 
upon his acknowledgments and de- 
fire of forgiveneſs, If it be aſter 
#bis manner with you , you ought 
not to abſtain from the Sacrament 
for this reaſon; but rather to ad- 
dreſs your fſclyes to it, to provide 
and pray that your juſt anger may 
net grow into malice and rage; 
that you may not be provoked to 
repay your enemy one injury for a- 
nother, but that by the due uſe of 
thoſe holy myſteries you may be 
more inclined to forgiveneſs, when 
he ſhall be fit for it. This I think 
is ſufficient for that doubt. 

(II) But I bave ſo much baſineſs 
falnupon me, that I bave not time 
to prepare my ſelf, and therefore I 
cannot come. 

In Anſwer to this , I ſhall ay 
ſomething that concerns « Buſineſ7, 
and ſomething * that concerns Pre- 
paration. 

(1) As to Buftneſs. Doth your 
Buſineſs 
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Buſineſs afford you time to eat, and 
drink, and ſleep,and none tg fit your 
ſouls for - ſpiritual entertainments , 
and converſe with God? 

(2) Have you any greater, have 
you any better buſineſs, than t& 
prepare your ſelves toremember the 
Love of your dear Lord, to meet 
with him, to _revew your Coveuant 
with God, and to receive pledges 
of his pardon , and his love? Do 
you not- reckon, that ibis is buſi- 
xeſz ; .and the moſt important and 
neceſſary buſineſs- 3 and ſhall the 
greater matters give place to the 
leſs 7 

(3) Is not much of the buſineſs 
that binders , - needleſs ? have you 
-not. poluntarily involy'd your (elf 
in more affairs than it was neceſlary 
you ſhowld,or than your ſiate or (ta- 
tion in the world requir'd ?. might 
not ſome of it have becn put off 'to 
ſome other timez or might not the 
time that you ſpend in impertinen- 
_ cies be imployed in'ſome of that 

buſine(s ? 
Ask 
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Ask your Conſciences theſe que- 
tions 3 and know, that what ever 


buſineſs you take upon you more * 


than is conſiſtent with your dutyto 
God, and to your fouls, that buf 
nels is your fin, But if your buſinds 
were not voluntary, but thrownon 
you by Providence , the doing ſuch 


' neceſſary buſineſs is Gods work, and 


while youdo it in his fear,and with 
an eye'to his glory, you are doing 
fomewhat that is a preparation for 
the Holy Sacrament, or at leaſt that 
which doth not by any means in- 
diſpoſe you for it. And hence 1 
paſs to the anſwers that concern, 

IT. Preparatlon. As to this take 
theſe two things. 

'(1) There are Preparations re- 
quired to Prayer and Hearing, as 
well as to the Sacrament ; Medita- 
t01 is the Preparation for Prayer , 
and Prayer the Preparation for 
Hearing , andI hope that notwith- 
ſtanding your bufineſs you per- 
form theſe duties: If -xot, you arc 
to repent ſpeedily of your mes 

and. 
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and to take the fir opportunity of 
the Sacrament , there to confeſs your 
fin, to declare your repentance and 
reſoletions of amendment; to beg, par- 


dox for what you have omitted, and- 


grace to aſſiſt you in what you re- 


ſolve.But if y ou have perform*d thoſe 


boly ſervices, then I ſay, 
+ (2 )That thoſe performances joyn- 
&d with faith and repentance, are 
preparations for the Holy Commu» 
nion. For when we hear, and 
when we pray , we do the ſame 
thing that we do at the Sacrament, 
though not with that ſolemnity 3 we 
remember Chriſt when we hear,and 
we do the fame, and renew our. 
Covenant with God, when we pray, 
(-in which two l have told.you the 
nature of the, Ordinance conſiſts; ) 
ſo that theſe ats are difpoſutzons 
and preparations for that which is 
the more ſolemn performance. A 
good life in the' diſcharge of our 
duties towards God and man, is an 
babitual and conſtant preparation for 
the Sacrament ; and a traue Chriſtian 
E "> 
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is always ready and prepared to re 
member Chrift, and to confirm the 
Covenant whereby he is a Chriflian. 
Itis indeed very fit, that we ſhould 
take ſome time before we approach 
the Lords Table, to call together 
into our thoughts the ſeveral great | | 
inſtances of the love of our dear Sa- | | 
viour, which we are to remember | , 
there : what particular fins we have | | 
to confeſi, and to reſolve and cove» | 
#ant againſt » what graces we want, | 
and are more eſpecially to ineplors, | {4 
Theſe things we ſhould do, but | þ 
they. are not works that will re | 
quire much labour or time, it we, | 
have been conſtant in the other pres | 
paratory duties of Meditation, Pray- | », 
er, and Hearing ; for they dobabi- | if 
tuate ſuch thoughts and reſolutions | B 
tothe ſouls of good men. But if | & 
thy caſe be ſ#ch, that thou haſt been | py 
an evil man, and neglipent of all | - 
ſpiritual duty; but art now ſenſible | 5j 
of thy tin, and defirow to reform; | | 
that ſenſe and thoſe deſires of amend» | o 
ment (if they are fixcereand if wy ' 
under» | / 
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underftandeft the nature of the $4- 
crament, and Gods Covenant that 
is {calcd by it) are thy preparations. 
The more time thou takeſt, and the 
more prayers and thoughts thou im- 
ployeſt with other means, to make 
the ſenſe of fin deep, and the deſires 
of reformation intenſe and great 3 
the more thou art rapored, and the 
better things are like to ſucceed 
with thee : But if thy preparations 
are of a lower, and more imperfeRt 
degree ( if of the trze kind ) thou 
oughteſt not therefore 10 abſtain; ' 
God will pardon thy infirmities,and 
accept of thy ſincerity, and ſtrengthen 
thee-ſo, that thou ſhalt be better 
prepared againſ} another opportunity, 
if thou art not wanting to-thy ſelf. 
Butas to this, 1 may have occaſion 
to ſpeak 'more under the next 
Head, | | 

"Viz, (11) To conſider the Serw- 
pler of Conſcience, that keep fome off 
wholly from pxblick Communions. 
They are cither of ſuch as refrain, 
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»1worthy,or (2) of thoſe that do it 
becauſe they think others unworthy, 
or (3 ) of ſuch as refuſe on the opi- 
nion, that the way of adminiſtration 
is -#1wortby. Moſt of the confidera- 
ble and uſual doubts will fall under 
one or other of theſe, I begin with 
thoſe of the firſt ſort. 

(1) We would come to the Holy 


Communion, but alas we are not 


worthy of ſo -great -an honour and 
priviledge; and we are afraid to 
come, becauſe we hear that he that 
eats and drinks nnworthily, eats and 
drinks his, own damnation. 

To this , propoſed thus in the 
general, I anſwer (1) we arealſo 
xnworthy of common mercies , of 
meat and drink and raiment;and of 
the more uſual fpiritzal mercics, 
that God ſhould peak unto us, or 
that we ſhould be permitted to 
ſpeak, unto bim 3 ſhall we therefore 
(tarve our ſelves, and go naked? 
ſhall we therefore' refuſe to hear, 
and pray f In the Sacrament there 


is ſomething of dsty, and ſomething 
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of priviledge ; when we are cgm- 
manded todo a duty reaſonable and 
ju#, ſhall we refuſe becauſe we are 
unworthy ? when we are invited 


unto a benetit great and free, and- 


neceſſary, ſhall we reſiſt it becauſe we 
are not worthy? Todo this is to 
render our ſelves more undeſerving. 
When God offers favours, we may 
and-ought to accept, though we axe 


' unworchy of. them. 


(2) All men are unworthy in the 
fenſe of the Law.. Every man in his 
beſt eftate is altogether vanity, Pſalm 
39. 5: We areall an unclean thing, 
and our righteouſneſs is as filthy rags, 
Iſa. 64. 6. The meaning is, all men 
are ſinners, and their beſt fervices are 
imperfed} and polluted. There is none 
righteous, no not one, according to: 
the firitneſs.and ſeverity of the 
Law, which requires unſinning o= 
bedience. This unwortbineſi then is 
zot a reaſon why thou ſhouldſt re» 
train 3 yea, | 

(3) If thou art ſenſible of this 
thine w1worthineſ, and deſirous to 
E 3 be 
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be made more worthy, thou ought- 
elt for that reaſon to come. 'Tis 
fuch that Chriſt invites : Come unto 
me all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden, and Twill give you reſt, Matth. 
11.28, He came not tocall the righte- 
ous, but ſinners to repentance,Matth, 
9.19. Ho every man that thirſteth, 
come ——- Ia. 55.1. The Spirit and 
the Bride ſay come, and let bim that 
i @ thirſt come,---Rev, 22. 17. Senſe 
of firitnal wants, and defire of ffi 
ritual ſupplies , is part of Gofpel= 
wortbineſi,, and that which givesa 
right to the Sacrament, Thy being 
an #1wortby (inner, is not a xeafon 
why thou ſhouldſt refrain, except 
thou art obſtinately reſold to cone 
tinue ſo, The Beggar is never the 
more «nworthy of an Alms, becaule 
he is in rags,and great miſery z nor 
the ſick man the more unworthy of 
the care and pains of a Phyſician, be- 
caule his diſeaſe is great and violent 
up on him. If indeed the Beggar 
loves and chuſfeth want; and ſcorns 


cb arity ;"it the Patient bates and 16+. 
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fits the Phyſician and his appiica- 
tions, in fucha cafe the one 1s un- 
worthy of relief, and the other of 
the means of health, If this be thy 
caſe in fpiritzals, thou art uxwortby; 
and till thou art of another temper, 
| would not perſwade thy coming, 
But if on the other hand,. thou art 
ſenſible of thy fins, and defirous of 
pardon and grace to reform, thou 
haſt the qualification that renders 
thee one that may and ought to come: 
and thou art worthy as a Beggar is 
of an elms, or the Sick of phyſick 3 
that is, thou wenteſt it, and Chritt 
invites thee to come, and to receive 


ſupplies ſutable to thy wants. So 


that if it be thus with thee, the ſen- 
tence of the Apoſtle pronounced on 
him that eats and drinks uaworthily 
will not concern thee. 

But the doubter preſleth the 
matter more particutarly, Knows 
ledge, Faith, and Repentance are 
neceſſary to this wortbineſ(: But 1 
have #o knowledge ; I cannot believe, 
Icannot repent? and therefore am 
E 4 not 
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et worthy, \ | 

I ſhall ſpeak to theſe diſtiz2)y, 
and apart. 

As to what concerns (TI) know- 
Icdge, I propoſe zhefe things. 

(x2) Perhaps thou art miſtaken 
in the degrees of Knowledge that are 
neceflary. It is n0z neceſſary that 
thou thouldſt have knowledge in 
deep and. controverſial points, no, 
nor yet in many dofirinal opinions. 
about Religion, that are Jeſi pecula- 
tive, and nice : It is not neceſſary 
that thou ſhouldeſt be acquainted 
with the, d+futed matters about the 
Sacrament, or be able to diſcourſe 
largely - upon the ſubject. No, 
Neceſſary knowledge is in few things, 
and thiſe praflical. 1t therefore 
thou art inſtruted in the main 
plain points of Chriſtian DoEtrine, 
and in the great .rules of Chriſtiay 
Lifez. if thou underſiandeſt - the 
Sacrament to be a Remembrance of 
Chriſt, and a confirming our Cove 
#ant with God; and knoweſt thok 
eafie. things I have before ſet down 

| about 
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- about it :. There is no reaſon then 


why thou ſhouldſt plead ignorance 
in barr to-thy dxty. and priviledpe, 
But 

(2) If thou art really ignorant 
in thoſe plain things, thy igne- 
rance is inexcuſable ; *tis a great ſin, 
and an argument of prodigious care- ' 
leſneſl and neglef. For no one can 
want capacity to know things fo- 
eafie, and no one can want oppor- 
tnxity to know . things fo. common, 
and no one can plead excuſe for not 
endeavouring to know things. fo 
neceſſary, It this then. be thy caſe, 
repent. of thy ſtupidity and: care- 


| lefneſs that occationed thy igno- 


rance, and apply thy felt preſently 
to thy ſpiritual Gnide,. or {ome ho- 
neſt knowing Neighbour to inſtru 
thee in thoſe great and neceſſary 
matters. Be afraid and aſhamed to 
live a day longer in ſuch dangerous 
darkneſs amidſt.ſo much clear light: 
And till 'thou haſt got- out of this 
ſtate of wilful blindneſs, .meddle 
not with. holy, myſteries. But #bix; 

| i © CM 
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I hope, is the condition but of very 
few of you : Thoſe that make the 
objection are moſtly ſach as do it 
upon the former mittake, which I 
have endeavoured to rectife. 

(II) Want of Falth is pleaded. 
And to this ſcruple I fay, | 

(1) Perhaps thou art owt, and 
haſt been miſ-taught in the Do- 
aArine of Faith. It may be thou 
takeſt Fzith to be an aſſurance of 
ſalvation; or ſuppoſeſt that it re- 
quires thy aſſent to many Princi- 
ples, and ſwch as are unreaſonable, 
or doubtful ; or perhaps thy mind 
hath been confownded by phraſes , 
and various, metaphorical, and 
repreſentations of Faith z ſo that 
thou doſt not as much as know 
what it ir, or wherein it conſiſts. 
Theſe all have been, and often are 
the caſes of many well-diſpoſed 
Chriltians. The good man is not 
abſolutely afſirred of his falvation 3 
or he doubts ſometimes of many 
dofrines and opinions that he hath 
beca taught 'to believe as' Fands- 
mentals, 
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mentals;. or his underſtanding 1s 
confuſed by variety of odd notions 3 
and therefore he thinks he hath »et 
Faith, and dares not approach the 
Holy Table. If any of theſe be thy 
condition, reQifie thy thoughts 3. 
and thou wilt be rid of thy vain 
fears: Confider the matter freely; 
look on it in- the light of Scripture 
and Reaſon, and thou wilt hnd, 
that thoſe comceits about Faith were 


- groundleſi. Lay this down for cer- 


tain, that the plaineſt and moſt obyi= 
ous acconnt of it is trueft ,* For God 
would not make tbat the great con- 


. dition of the Goſpel, which i difſi- 


cxlt tounderſtand. 

Now the plain, ſcriptural,ratioual- 
Notion is this, Faith inthe general 
is the belief of a Propoſition affirmed, 
Divine Faith, the belief of fome- 
thing upon a Divine Teſtimony 3'Go- 
ſpel, ſaving faith, is ſuch a belief of 
Divine Teftimony, as hath influence 
upon the beart and -pratiiee., and 
conforms them-unto'” it.. It now 


we believe other Teftimonies, but not 
that 
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that which God hath given us by, 
and of” his Sox, our Faith-is meer- 


ly. bumane , and we” have nothing | 


todo with the holy Sacrament.. If 
we believe the Revelations of God 
in the Goſpel, but the: belief hath 
not yet had ſuch power upon our 
affeFtions and converſations as it 
ought, and as we deſire: In this 
caſe we may, and *tis our duty, to 
come- to. the Lords Table, to. pro 
fcls that degree of Faith which we 
have, and'to pray for more that it 
may be made ſo ftronug and lively, 
as to transform our hearts, and all 
our powers into the likeneff of it, 
and into bis likeneff, who is the Au«- 
#bor and. finiſher of our Faith. And 
finally, if our faith hath already. had 
#bis effe& upon us, weare to come 
to. the. Sacrament for further con» 
firmation of 'it. This is. the ſhort 
" and plain. account of the matter 3 
and if I ſhould run it out into fur- 
ther diſcourſe, this part wauld be 
diſproportioned to.the reſt. If my 
brevity, leave any of you _—_ 
c 
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fied in this, or any. other thing be- 
longing to my ſubject, Lam at hand, - 
willing and ready to give you fur- 
ther ſatisfaCtion, But 

(2) It may be the meakyefland 
imperfetion of thy Faith makes thee 
think thou haſt #oxe. In this cafe 
ask thy ſelf the queſtion: Do I 
think that Chriſt Jeſus was an Im- 
pojtor , and that the Goſpel is a Fa- 
ble ? Thou ftartleſt and abborreſt 
theſe thoughts : Hence thou mayſt 
be aſſured that thou haſt ſome de- 
gree of Faith. But that (it may be) 
is very ſmall and low : Be that the 
cafe; Ask thy felt then again, 
| Whether thou haſt any defire that 
thy weak Faith ſhould be fireng-" 
thened, and thy \mperfel8 Faith 
ſhould be improved to greater and 
nobler meafures ? If thou art a per- 
ſon fit to be dealt with under this 
Head of Conſetexce, it is thus with 
thee 3 thou art ſorry for this imper- 
feftion , and. defirow of growth and 
improvement: And.if ſo,apply. thy 
{clt to. the. Holy Sacrament , y 4 
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the proper means of growth, and re- 
wmedy of thy imperfedions, Here 
thy Faith will be exerciſed, and by 
cxerciſe it will be felt 3- ſo that thy 
doubts will be cleared :. experience 
will aſſure thee. And how thy 
Faith will by the uſe of this Ordi- 
nance be quickened and advanced, 
I have ſhewn already. Thus to 
the Objection from the ſuppoſed 
want of Faith, But 

(111) The good man thinks that 


he wants Repentance too: He 
cannot repent he faith , and there- 
fore is not worthy. _ In anſwer, [ 
take notice'that 

In Repentance two things are 
conſidegable, viz. x. Sorrow for lin, 
and 2. Turning from it, toa life of 
Holineſs and Virtue. 

I. It may be thy ſorrow is not 
fo intenſe and great as thou think(t © 
is fit and ſuitable to fuch an occa- 
fion : Thou canſt nor weep and 
orieve ſo much for thy fin as the 
evils of it require, and yet thou 
may(t not ' wholly want the _ 
0 
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of Repentance. All indeed are fin- 
xers.and all muſt repent : But men 
are ſinners in 7% 12 meaſures, 
and degrees of guilt 3 and their for- 


row and humiliations will likewiſe 


be different, Deeper Convictions 
and greater agonies and pangs of 
forrow may be expe&ecd from them 
whoſe lins have been capital and 
wotoriows , than from thoſe others. 
whole lives have been more civil, 
and leſs tainted with ranting enor- 
mities. It may be then, thy Edu- 
cation hath been ſober, and thy in- 
clinations not bent towards the 
grofler vices3 thou haſt not com- 
mitted any horrid crimes , or ſuch: 
fins as look gaſtly in the conſcience 3 
and conſequently thy Converſion 
hath not thoſe terrors , and that 
dreadin it, thoſe melting ſorrows, 


'and violent expreſſions of grief 


that thou obſerveſt in ſome others. 
Thoygh it be ths, thou haſt no rea- 
fon to be diſcouraged, if thy forrow 
be ſo 'mnch as to engage thee. to. 


bamble thy (elf before God , fin- 


cerely. 
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cerely to beg grace and forgiveneſt, 
and to obtain from thee batred of 
thy fins, and reſolutions againſt. 
them that ſorrow of thine is godly 
ſorrow, and part of true repentance, 
though it have not the greateſt de- 
grees of vebemence : Theſe may be 
wanting on another account allo in 
them that are truly penitent 3 their 
tempers may be more cold,and their 
paſſions calmer , than. others are 
and on this ſcore their reſentments 
lefs notable , and the expreſſions of 
them leſs eager : So that vislences in 
ſorrow are not always arguments of 
true repentance, nor the abſence of 
them a ſign of impenitency and 
hardneſ.1t thou art ſo ſenſible of ſin 
as to defire and endeavour to over- 
come and forſake it, thou arta 
penitent in part, and. thou oughteſt 
to come to the Sacrament for. the 
ſtrengthening of that ſenſe , and to | 
gain more aſh{iance, and more reſo- 
lution to ſubdue thy fin.  And:it 
there be any real defed. in thy. (ox- 
'x0w, xepair thither, that it may\ be 
| awar- 
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awakened , and excited to degrees 
more becoming and effefitve. 

But (2) The Objection prefſeth 
as to the other part of Repentance, 
I cannot leave my ſin, and therefore 
dare not approach the holy Myſte- 
ry. . But doſt thou defire it ? doſt 
thou endeaponr it ? If ſo, though thy 
delires are imperfe&t and thy en- 
deavours weak, yet it is thy duty 
to preſent thy felt at the holy Ta- 
ble. There thou mayſt expect. to 
have thy deſires iucreaſt, and thy 
endeavours heightned and encoura- 
ged. And how both the former a& 
of repentance, which is ſorrow, and 
this of averſation, are promoted by 
the Sacrament, I have particularly ' 
ſhewn in the former periods, to 
which I refer you for your fuller 
anſwer to this and ſuch like Obje- 
ions, 

Thus of the ſcruples that arife 
from the firſt Head, the apprehen- 
fion of our own #xwertbinefi. | 
deſcend to another. 

(IL) Some 
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(IT) Some abſtain from the $4 
crament becauſe of the UInwoh 


thineſg of Dthers ; wicked men 


are admitted , and they will not 


have communion with ſuch. Yea, 
they are commanded to have no 
fellowſhip with them , Epbeſ.s5, 11, 
and to come out from among them, 
2 Cor.6,17. 

For the anſwering this , I pro» 
poſe theſe things to be conſidered. 


(x) Haſt thou taken the Method. 


of our Saviewr, Matth.18.15. with 
the ſinner, from whoſe communion 
thou thinkeſt thou muſt withdraw? 
Haſt thou privately told him of his 
faults? Haſt thou admoniſht him 
before witneſſes ? Haſt thou told the 


Church? It ſs thou haft done, and 


he-perfiſt till in his wickedneſs, he 
will no doubt be legally excluded 
from Chriſtian Communion ; and (0 
the foundation of thy doubt will 
be taken off. | 

(2) How art thou ſure , when 
thou ſeeſt thoſe thou calleli wicked 


come to the Sacrament, that they 
do 
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do not repent of their wickedneſs, 
and come to the holy Ordinance to 
beg pardon for their fins,andftrergth 
againſt them? How doſt thou know 
that they are not come to bind 
them(ſclves by deep reſolutions, and 
ſacred vows, to a ſpiritual warfare, 
and a new obedience? Their coming 
makes profeſſion of ſuch deſigns and 
reſolutions,and how doſt thou krow 
that that profeſſion 1s infincere ? 
-Haſt thou a way of prying into the 
heare ? 

But the man returns to his ſins 
as ſoon as he hath done, and bexce 
thou wilt ſay, thou knowef his 
bypocrifie, This indeed were ſome- 


thing,it it could be certainly fore- 


ſeen; but how he will demean him- 
{elf after the Sacrament, thou canſt 
not foretel;, This may have more 
effe& upon him than former Sacra- 
ments have had: This, I ſay, may 
be,and charity thinketh noemil, but 
believeth all tbings,bopeth all things, 
1 Cor,13, or, if 1t now again prove 
othcrwile, it is no- certain ey - 

nat 
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that the man only made pretexce, 
and ſhew 3 he might then mean and 
defign truly and well ;. but tempta- 


tions and his beſts were #00 (irony - 


for him, and: carried him away a 
eainſt all his endeavours and refo- 
Jutions, 

(3 )Thou performeſi other ſacred 
duties, in which thou remembreſ 
Chriſt, and haſt communion with 
God, in the company of evil men, 
Thou joyneſt in hearing , and pub- 
lick prayers with ſuch; and why 
mayſt thouw-not be preſent at th 
Sacrement with them ? 

If it be pretended as a reaſon-of 
difference, That hearing the Word; 
and Prayer,are converting Ordinan- 
ces, but the Sacrament is net ſo: 1 
ask thee then, whether thou mean- 
eſt by | converting] a turning, men 
from open Infidelity to the Profeſſion 


of the Chriſtian: Faith-, and the* 


owning of Chriſtian Virtues? or 
only the turning thoſe that profeli 
#bis Faith and Religion before, to 


' the pradiiſe of them. If thou.in- 


tendelt 
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tendeſt the former', the Sacrament 
indeed-is #0 convertinf}. Ordinance 3 
nor are the Word and Prayer ordi- 
narily uſed for ſuch purpoſes among 
us, where the Goſpel is already ge- 
nerally profeſt : And thou doſt not 
bear the company of the wicked 
of - which we ſpeak in the places of 


- publick worſhip, upon any ſwcb ex- 


pectation, 

But if by converting Ordinance, 
thou meaneſt(as is moſt likely) ſuch 
20nc as God uſeth as a' means to 
cauſe men profcſſing the name of 
Chriſt to depart from iniquity, to 
turn from fin to bolineſi , and from 
the power of Satan unto God 1 ice 
no reaſon why any ſhould think, or 
ſay, that the Sacrament is no comu- 
verting Ordinance. 

. If it be not, cither *tis becauſe 
the Sacrament is no proper means, 
or becauſe God will not concur by 
his Grace with,it. Neither of theſe 

cen be ſaid with any (ſhew of rea- 
ſon: Not the former; for why 

ſhould not the ſolemn a 
| 0 
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of Chrif, and the confideration of 
what he hath'done and ſuffered bea 
means for the killing of fin, which 
he came to deſtroy, and the promo- 
ting holineſs, which he lived and 
died to advance ? yea, what can be 
ſuppoſed more likely and powerful 
for the promoting of that bleſſed 
purpoſe ? why ſhould not the figs 
and ſeal of God's gracious Cowes 
nant to give pardox and eternal Glo- 
ry to all that forſake their fins, and 
hve an holy life, be a fit infirument 
to provoke thoſe that underſtand it, 
to rexownce their ſins, and to devote 
themſelves unto holineſs ? 

ſhould not that ſolemn, ſacred en- 
gagement, that all that know what 
they do lay on themſelves at the 
Sacrament, to endeavour to depart 
from every known evil, and to pra- 


FHice every known duty, be a meant © 


to oblige them to it?Certainly there 
is nothing that in the natwre of the 
thing ſeems to be a more likely im- 
firument to convert men from a tift 
of fin to a life of bolinefs a— 
acre 
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- Not to engage in a Controverſie, but 


Ordinance; For which,there is #n0o- 


ſhould any xctrain,becauſe evil men 
areadmitredto it ? 
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acred remembrance of our Lord at 
his Table. So that if this Ordinance 
be not converting , it muſt be, be- 
cauſe God will not concxr by his 
grace init: But whoever faith that, 
(peaks what he cannot know, and —; 
cannot prove ; he talks without book, 
and againſt it; and is fo extrava- 
gant in his affertion, that it would 
8 folly to attempt the confuting of 

m. 
This 1 have ſzid on this occaſion, 


toclear a matter of --Chriftian pra- 
Rice. And the very root of this 
Objc&ion lies in thisconceit, That 
the Sacrament is not a converting 


thing but Phancy, and the bare ſay- 
ings of ſorne- miſtsken men. - But 
now if, as 1 have proved, The $s- 
erament may be, and is an Tiftra- 
ment to Converſion, Then, why 


(4) If wicked men come tothe 
Sacrament that are not prepared 


for 
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for it, their xnpreparedneſi. is their 
ſin,and they (hall anſwer for it 3 But 
we ought not therefore to neglect 
our duty , becauſe they have omjt- 
ted theirs. We may, and we ought 
' toadviſe,,, and admoniſh them to 
prepare themſelves for the Ordie 
nance before they come to it:It they 
will not follow our brotherly ad- 
monition, we cannot help it 3 we 
have done what we -can to render 
them more worthy,and their (in ſhall 
not be laid to our charge. To pres 
pare our ſelves tor the boly Commu- 
n#i04,and to addreſs our ſclves unto 
it, is that which we are ſure con- 
cerns usz If we neglect , *tis oxr 
, fin.and other mens fins will not ex- 
cuſe us. Their ſinning im oue kind, 
ſhould be no reaſon why we ſhould 
fin in another : There is no reaſon 
that we ſhould ſtarve our felves, 
becauſe others take the bread that 
belongs not to them. 


(5) If we are worthy Commur- | 


nicants, and others receive «#wor- 


thily,They have no Communion with ' 


uw, 
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w, nor we with them : They onely 
eat bread, and drink wine ; but we 

artake of the myſtical body and 

lord of our Lord. Our Communion 
4 with the Fatber, and with bis Sou 
Jeſw Chrift, and with the Faitbfxl, 
wortby Receivers; but the unworthy 
partake neither with ws nor them. If 
an Ape leap upon the Table, and 


' eat of the bread where Friends are 


met at an entertainment, . Is he - 
therefore a Gueſt? Is he one of the 
Company ? 1f writings are to be 
mutually ſealed there among, the 
Friends, and that Creature catcheth 
up the Seal, and doth as the Cove- 
nanters do,is he therefore a party ? 
He doth the ſame aGion , but not 
with the ſame defigns and ends; 
and theſe make the communion, The 
caſe is thus in reference to thoſe 
ungodly men that intrude to the 
Sacrament 3 and the pious Come 
municants have noreaſon to think 


| themſelves concern'd in their com- 


pany. Their bodies are togetber,but 
their Birits at and move different 
| F Way. 
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ways. . The Communion is foiritnal; 
and only thoſe that receive asth 
ought have fellowſhip with Chrift, 
ard with ozeanothet,And this wets 
enough to dnſwer that part of rhe 
objection alfo , that is-taken from 
Seriprare', where we are forbid'td 
my fellowſhip with' wicked mth, 
t 1 add FF 
Ff (6) When ry” = RO 
ted wicked Fellowfh? ef. 11, 
It is evident that ig \ chit | 
Concerns beathe myteriet , which 
are there call'd the #nfwirful.wotky 
of darkuef, becauſe they were uſed 
in caſe recefles; ahd'v. 12. the A- 


poſile faith, Ir is.@ ſhame to Peak if 


thoſe things that are Howe of then ih 
ſecret. Chtiftians were not to com- 


municate with the Heathens in thelt 


#bominable Myſteries : No,nor may 
they partake wich wicked men in 
any 2Gion of vice, nor make theth 


their boſom friends: ; tor 'be cot | 


cetned with them in other mares 
inore than needs ; eſpecially if they 
Ard openly brophanc and-obf 


iuztely | 
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yngodly.- But it doth not there- 
fore follow, that they muſt forſake 
their Lords Table, and the moſk 
ſolemn expreſſions of -duty ta-him, 
becauſe evil men intrudingly pre- 
kent themſelves untoit. - 

. And whereas Chriſtians ars 
commanded to come owt from amoug 
them,and tobe ſeparste,z Gor,G.17, 
*Fis plain, that the perſons they 
are required to ſeparate from were 
Heathens and Idslaters : For they 
are called Vntbelievers, v.14 Jnfi 
dels,v.15. And:that they were Ido- 
laters, is. intimated 2. 16. : What 
agreement hath the Temple of God 
with Idols ? whence ic follows , 
wherefore come owt from among them, 
So that this place-doth-not concern 
the-; preſent buſineſs 3 Chriſtians 
were toſeperete fromthe' Worſhip 
of: Heathen Idolaters,but it doth-by 
no means follow hence that ;they 
muſt forſake the trae Chriſtian 
Worihip , becauſe evil men. (who 
yet profeſs Chriti ),afford/their pre» 
| {ence atiic. 
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And this may ſuffice for Anſwer 
to the Objections taken from the 
unwortbineſi of others that are ad- 
mitted in mixt Communions. 


Laſtly,The »#worthineff of our 
CUAy of adminiſtration is pretend- 
ed by ſome, as a reaſon why they 
cannot communicate with'us. . 1 
ſhall only ſpeak briefly to two ex- 
ceptions of this ſort. 

(1)The Sacrament is adminiſtred 
among us in the'way of Forms of 
Prayer,which. they 'think to be con- 
trary toſpiritzal Worſhip. And (2) 
kneeling at it is required, which they 


ſuppoſe - to be contrary to the firſt 


example; and fo' an irregular po- 
ure of receiving, | 
2.:Tothe firft, 1 ſay theſe things, 
(1)' Worſhip and Prayer may 
ſpiritual , where Forms are uſed ; 
. Forithe ſpirituality doth not conliſt 
in the invention of words, but inthe 
due intention and engagement of the 
ſoul. If we pray in faith, with: b- 
mility, ſelf-reſignation, and td 
| we 
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defire- of the good things we pray 


| for, we pray in the fpirit, though 


by a Form. And if. on the other 
hand, we expreſs our ſelves in cox- 
ceived Prayers never (o fluently and 
earneſtly, and have not thoſe dif- 
poſitions of ſoul upon us when we 
pray , our prayers are format, 
though without a form. Which of 
theſe is fitteft in it ſelf,, I ſhall not 
diſpute, but only lay , that neither 


| is unlawful, but both have their 


uſe. and add, that one ſort may be 
propereſt at one time , and.the othen . 
fort at another feafon 3 ſo that *tis 
lilly ſuperſtition to be devoted to the 
opinion of oxe of them.as abſolutely 
to condemn the other as «unlawful. 
In'publick Worſhip, Forms have 


the advantage in ſecuring the: gra- 


vity and folemnity of it,and in ths 
too, that theWorſhippers know what 
It is they joyn'in: But in ſecret de- 
votions,conceiv'd prayers may ſome- 
times ſit. better with paxcicular 
occaſions, and may engage the afte- 
Cons more, So that either. of theſe 

| F 3 may 
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may be uſed, as ſhall beſt accord 
with the ends of prayer. And when 
the publick Athority of the Church 
requires the oe, we may not ſeru- 
ple it, though we are more affedled 
with the other ; eſpecially,fince we 
may in private take the liberty to 
uſe which of them we think fitteſt, 
(2) Thoſe that are moſt againſt 
Forms , 'pray by them , when they 
joyn with another that prays, 
though he do it never fo much ex 
tempore ; For the peoples minds 
are not concern*d in inventing the 
words they pray byz the Miniſter 
gives a Form to them: And if you 
may pray in the Form of a private 
perſon, dictated ro you ſuddenly, 
and without deliberation,and which 
you do not know before, whether 
it will agree with good ſenſe, or 
found Dofirine y why then may you 
riot do it in theForms of theChureb, 
compos'd by wiſe and reverend per- 
fons upon matrre confideratina and 
advice, eſpecially when they are 
ſuch, as we dv, or may know before 
co 
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to be pious and grave , ſuitable to 
Chriſtian,eceſſitzes,. and Chriſtian 
truths ? There'is ne gaod. caſo 

that I know to. make a ſcruple, o 

. the latter ,,if we. admit the former, 
(11) Kneeling at the Sacrament 
is.not agreeable to the firſt example; 
our Saviour adminiſicr'd , to. his 
Diſciples ſitting, and perhaps.yop 
fear there is CLNISeY Poperyin 
the poſture of Kneeling, -. | 


I- anſwer (x), we are nat bound 


toz nice and punQual obſervance 
of al the circymi{tgucer that were in 
the primitive example ; The Sacrar 
ment was firſt adividitgel in-the 
Epening,in .an wþper room, auly t 

twelye perſons, ayd thoſe Men, "IT 
Ecclefiaſticks or at leaſt ſuch as were 
geſtingd to be ſo: Rut even the Qb- 
|ctors do not think we are,pbliged 
tad in the Sacrament ſixjRly. al- 
ter. the example of theſe  particu- 
tars; -and why ſhould we ſuppoſe 
our ſelves to be tyed. in the mattex 
of Poſture, more than in, thole.. or 
ther Krrmſangs, which we ac” 
4 4  know= 
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knowledge to be of no bindi 
nature. (2) The poſture of thoſe | 
times at' Meals was not fitting, but 
teauing, according to the then Cu- 
ftom of the Romans. So we read 
Fobn 21.20, That the beloved Diſ- 
ciple leaned on bis Maſters breaſt at 
Supper, And though the Engliþ 
Tranſlation renders , Luke 22, 14. 
He-ſate down,and the Diſciples with 
him3 it is in conformity to our 
phraſe and cuftow, which is ſittizg : 
for the word in the Original 
[| &)imox ] :doth not imply that po- 
Jtzere, but is applicable to any other 
that-is uſed, as well as fitting. So. 
that if we are ftri&ly tyed to the 
original prture, we muft lean at 
the Sacrament , and neither fit nor 
kaeel,” But (3) the Inſtitution hath 
not bound us to either the one or 
the other, but left the matter to be 
determined by the general Rutes of 
Decency and Reverencez And fince 
the Fathers of the Church have 
commanded kveeling,as the potture 
moſt expreſſive of our humility and 
= | reve 


Pd 
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rever2uce in receiving the pledges 
of divine Love,I fee no reaſon why 
any ſhould boggle at it ; much 
leſs why they ſhould. refuſe their 
Daty,and their Priviledge, abſtain 
from their ſpiritual food , and the 
folemn remembrance of their dear 
Lord, rather than\do a thing fo 
innocent, fo decent, and fo reverend; 
which theAuthority of the Church 
requires from them. He hath but 
little appetite to his meat, that will 
not eat it except he may doitin 
ſuch a faſhion. as is agreeable to his 
own humor, | 

I, but the Obje&or doubts, that 


there is real danger, and Dae 
of Popery-in the caſczthe Papifts ute 
kneeling to fignific their adoration 
of the Hof, and the Scrupler fears 


there may: be ſome* ſuch thing in- 


our practiſe. But this fear is very 
uncharitable-and gromndleſt, fince 
our Church doth fo v«bemently and* 
conſtantly declare apainſt the 'Tran- 
ſubſtantiation of the-Komani(s,and 
the adoration. of. any creature; And 
F 5 hace 
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lince we are always told,that kneel, 
A ing is xe! uired for no other xeafon | | 
| than bo Pome our bamility and re. } 
verence : Aud though the Papi(ts do } 
expreſs more by that poſture, yet 
tinge our Church declares, that this 
is. ſhe mtends in xeterence to the 
conſecrated Elements., there is no} 
ground why any ſhould think more | - 
15 meant by. it. Keeling lignifies 
reverence as'well as worſhip, and the | 
declaration of the perſon himſelt is 
enough to ſhew wbich of them he 
intexdr.. But betides, though 'the 
Papiſts adore the Bread as the reel 
Body of . Chriſt, and therefore kneet 
before it, yet that can beno reaſon 
) why we ſhould #0t in- this remem= 
brance'of -our Lord edore Himſelf; 
They kneel. to him as. preſent cor- 
porally ; we Worſhip hinas-muirts- 
ally. and firizually preſents +. 
| This I. might arge further ass 
politive Argument, for.'the pefiare 
of... Knegfjng., over-and, above the 
uſe of it, as, an Anſwer: to the!'Ob- 
je&ion, Thus, all ———— jo 
al > 5 ri 
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Chriſt is to be worſhipp*d, Receiving 
the Sacrament is the proper worſpip- 
of Chriſt; and kneeling is a proper 
fignitication of adoration:It follows 
that on this account kneeling isfit, 

and fitteſt to be uſed in the aQic n 


_ of Communion. ' But I ſhall 


thisjiyatter noſurther; whatThave 


. aid may fatisfic the modeſt and rea- 


ſonable ; arid; people that' are fet 


- *#nd reſolv*d in their opinions, will 
'not beatisfied with never ſp much 


payee "4 

\'F: ſhould how draw to' ati 
bac Tam loath-to leave you \ 
-out ſome particu lar Rules. of Phe 
paration "Theſe I thall lay down 
plainly and riefly Rp EOS 
. periods. © { # £ 
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He Perſons 'that are to come 

A to the Sacrament may- be di- 
Minguiſhed into two forts, viz. Ei- 
.ther ſuch as do repent and are. ſorry 
for their Sins, but have not. yet-in 
.auy ; good degree prepailed.. over 
themzor, Thoſe other more improved 
and grown Chriſtians, who in con- 
{iderabte meaſure have maſtered 
their Sins, and are endowed with 
many habits of Holineſs andVirtue. 
The | firft fort are, yet; under - the 
Law, viz. a ſtate of ſeuſe and con- 
vidion of ſin, but have not attained 
to the : je Liberty of the Sous 
of God, or the ſtate of power over 
them. But the others have arrived 
to that power in competent mea- 
ſure, ſo that fin doth not reign'in 
their mortal bodies , becauſe they 
' are not ##der the Law, but under 
Grace, For diſtinion fake I call the 
firſt ſort, Bare Penitents ; the 
ſecond,the Faithful, Now the 
"  Prept- 
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Preparations that concern, theſe are 
different as their ſtates are. 

I, For the bare Penitents , and 
ſorrowers for Sin, 1 adviſe them to 
prepare by the Rules following, + 

(r) Endeavour to make your 
ſelves as: ſenſible as you' can of the 
evil-of fin; Conſider it is an'enmity 
unto God, and to your own happt 
nels ;' as the baſeft ingratitude, tind 
the greateſt deformity z as a thing to 
be hated tor it ſelf, if there were 
-no confideration, had to its' effeQx. 
Look' upon'it as the deftroyer of 
-your preſent,as well as future peace 
and felicity 3 - as the enflaver of 
your fouls to the Devil , and that 
- which debaſeth them to the. like- 
nes and condition of beafts. Ag- 
'gravateſuch confiderations in'your 
thoughts" by 'all the * circumſtan- 
ecs* that wriay render fiti'0djous to 
—_—_ 1 Ons 

(z )- Confider the gractops  na= 
ture of the Covenant that God hath 
made with'us'in his Son; Thatby 
' that Covenant he hathvaffured all 

| ; true 
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and free, dforict his, kindne(s 5; 
Heaven bis je ig 


' wet 


(ing Fc wk 


| hand to fave them tbat were 


Aa Carnes Jnvitation 
true Penizents of. pardon of their 


Sins, and, trengsh. againſt them, 
that be our Vin _ lo may; yo 


fo bainow, they willbe forgizen, "if 
we repent and | turn from them. 
_ and be they never. ſo ſtrong. and 


violent upan vs, they, may. be oyex- 
come, if we accept) and, ule: the 
grace that the, Covenant affers-to 
us, Repreſent theſe. things : duly, 


.and frequently to your, thoughts 
.and for the making .the deeper im- 


ict o on ; them, cole thoſe 


of- Scripture. bigs ſpeak ſo 


eadineſs to pardon gf 996 


appineſt,the freg 


:; his '0 een, Sites 
iyacy.and _hargneſt\inzuy- 
lm ; . Conligder, atzhe 


on into the Worlggfo 
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not thy {elf with fomecold and i- 
Life ſame time-or other, but endeh- 


Towk of fabrics rgaink ie 
pu - of flghtiug again. with, 
and \living unto God, : Do/all then 
. can by | Reaſon-and Religion, by 
the Confiderwejons of Dey: andiot 
”—_ to fix thy\{oulbere: And. 
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the ' World through him might be 


ſaved; I ay., draw, together ſuch 


paſſages, dwell upon them in-thy 
Meditations,till thou haſt fil/'d:thy 


Soul with them. And thenthoy 


wilt find great enconragement to- 
k for pardon , and wilt beſup- 


ported againſt thoſe faintings, 'aud 


deſpondencies, that the meey ſenſe 


_ of Sin, without a Saviour, .might 


occafion in thy Soul. jy 
(3) After this, fummonup all 

thy Reſolutions againſt .thy Dins - 

Conſider thy' - Baptiſmal engage- 


.ments, how ju and reaſonableand 
.neoeſſary they .were3 Reſolve to,con- 


firm them by uew Vawny- Content 


definite intentions of 1eadingaivew 


+ SH 
(4) Be 
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( 4) Bt earneſt with God in 
Prayer, to give thee a fuller ſight 
of- 'Sin, and clearer, ſurer thoughts 


of pardoxing Mercy: To preſent - 


thee with more arguments to heigh- 
ten thy reſolutions, and to make 
thy ſoul mere capable of being mo- 
ved by them. I ſay, .- apply thy (elf 
unto God by Prayer, publick,, pri- 
vate; 'and' fecret prayer, confefling 
thy own vilenels, acknowledging 
his Mercies, and rcfolving new 
obedience. And being thus prepz 
Fed; ' 

' (5) Look on the holy Sacre 
ment as thy great Duty and Reme- 
dy.” As that to which God «calls 
thee, and the ſtate and: neceſſities. 
of thy foul call thee: As' that Or- 
-dinance in which:thou' 2r#' to ſ# 
and mayſt exped pardon and ſtrength, 
.reſdlutron,”and pexce, Confider'tby, 
and raiſe thine appetite and ex- 


| peRations z for they that bunger:axd | 


thirſt afver righreousneft ſhall be filltd. 
ÞfAnd* now:wher thou! haſt-exer- 


t1me 


ciſed thy ſelf i theſe aQs, andthe . 
247 | 
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time of the holy Communion 'ap- 
proacheth, Then 

(6) Imploy thy time in awa- 
kening and affediouate thoughts of 
Chriſt thy Lord. Conlider the 
reatneſi of his Condeſcenſion, the 
Lindne of his Undertaking, the 
bolizefs of his Life, the parity of 
his DodQrine, the beavineft of his 
Sufferings, the power of his Reſur- 
reflion, and the glory of his Aſcen- 
ſion. Turn thy thoughts carneftly, 
and often, upon theſe and. ſuch in- 
ſtances of the Hiſtory of the oy, 
Jeſus, and by them diſpoſe thy ſelf 
to a befitting remembrance of him 
at his Table. "y 

And (Laſtly): Gather up all thy 
thoughts and reſolutions together, 
viz, thy apprebenſions of the vile- 

r the Grace of the Cave» 

navyt, and the merits of hr iy 
Thy prrpoſes of leaving every evi 
way,and of renewing thy baptiſmat 
Vows ; and fay to thy ſelf, Now is 
the time come that I muſt uſe theſe 
thoughts and - reſolves, that F may 
obtain 
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obtain pardon, and ſtrength, viQto- 
ry over fin, and aſſurance of; hap= 
pinefs : My Lord invites me tg the 

reat repreſentation. of the evil of 
fo in his ewn ſufferings ta ſee his 
Body wounded, and his Soul made an 
Offering for Sin,in the Type of Bread 
broken, and Wine poured ont, To 
remember his Congueſt pyer Sin by 
Death, and a glorious Reſurrection z 
To ſee the Copeyant of Grace and 
pardon, ſealed : He invites meto 


theſe Priviledges, and calls upon 


ms to.bind my ſelf ſtropger in this 
| JOly. CoNenant» and. thereby | 
make my (elf "the ſabjeR. of thals 
bleſſings it aſſures ani} - conveys; 


I ſay, imploy thy Soul . in fach 
thoughts, and bring them with _ 


thee to the Lords Table , ſpread 
them. before him there -in humble 
Confeſhons, Supplications, and. Ac- 
knowledgements, and. thou mayſt 
then expe to receive the benefit 

thou art ſeeking after. 
Theſe are Preparations for a bore 
Pevitent, that hath yet mae. wy 
: ittic 
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little progreſs in fubduing' of his 
Sins. And though the bigheſt de 
grees of all thefe are_ not abſohitely 
neceſſary to the coming of -fxch.to 
the Lords Table 3 yet the more they 
have been exerciſed-in them, fo 
much the beter it is, by ſa. much 

* they are more: prepared, and ſomuch 
more they may expect of. the :bene- 
fits. But if your minds, thathave 
not been uſed to fpiritual things, 
will not ix long on ſuch thoughts 
and meditations': Ingage them, 'as 
far as you can proceed in the Me- 
thod preſcribed with'that diligence 
and care. that becomes one that” is 
ſerious. And'then,though your pre- 
parations be imperfet now , they 
may be” more compleat again(t ax0- 
ther ſeaſon. If thou art {cnhible they 
have been fo defettive, maintain and 
keep up that ſenfe, and refolve'up- 
on it,to endeavour to fit thy ſelt bet- 


. ver for another Sacrament, by renew- 


ing the ſame method, which will 
be eaſier for thee in the progreſs than 
it was in the beginning. h 

| $ 
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As for the other ſort,viz. 11. Thoſe 
that have edvanced&in the conqueſt of 
their fins They are to aft over: all 
the former particulars, that I have 
adviſed to the bare Penitents : For 
being yet ſinners, and imperfeti,they 
have need to uſe that Method: And 
'there are theſe few otber Direfions * 
to: be briefly added that do further 
'concern them. 

(x) Call your fclves to a parti 
cular account concerning your fins, 
examining what vices you are moſt 
addified toy. and what arc the fins 

of your tempers, or. of your: Bro- 
Feſſion and Calling ; when you have 
found theſe, exerciſe particular att 
of Repeutaxce upon them, and r& 
new your reſolutions againſt them, 
Conlider, that allowance of them, 
is inconliſftent with fixcerity, and a 
ſtate of true regeneration, That?tis 
neceſſary you ſhould oppoſe and 
ſubdue them 3 and that the holy $4 
crament is.to be uſed as a means-for 
that bleſſed end. 

' (a) Examine whot ground, you 
have 


to the Lozvs Supper, 


have got «pon your ſins (ince the loſt 
Sacrament, whether you are now 
more tender and fearful of offend- 
ing God than you were before ;-whe- 
ther your inclMation to any evil 
be more weakned and mortified? 


If ſo, take encouragement hence #0 


go 04, with-more Chriſtian vigor and 
reſolution. If mot, bumble your 
ſelves for your wnfraitfulneſ,” and 


, endeavour to diſpoſe your ſouls to 


makea better uſc of the #ext oppor- 
unity. E 
. (3). Inquire into the, ſlate of 


| your ſouls as to your Graces 3 whet 


Graces are wanting, and what are 
weak, ? which are growing, and 
which at a ſtand ? and when you 
have found the condition of: your 
ſouls as to theſt, then exerciſe your 
meditations upon thoſe particulars 
inthe Life, Dofrine, and Precepts 
of your Loxd, whom you are to;rer 
ce at his TW SUIS be 
proper _ tor , E3 -- Your 
- bg Ka pins and reſolutions 
that way. Deſign andreſolve to " 
tc 
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tend the holy Sacrament for the ſup- 
ply of thoſe wants,and to.endeavour 
to uſe it /o, that the needed graces 
may be obtzin'd, and the weak ones 
may be ftrengthne®; that zboſe that 
are at-a ffay may be put into motiun 


forwards, and boſe that arc grow 


ing may be further improved, It you 
thus provide , and imploy your 


ſelves in the method before 16. 


membred, you- will then be-meet 


partakers of the boly-myſteries, and 


may aſſure your ſelves of the bleſ- 
Jmgs and advantages which: 
CONVEY. 


T His Subject would have requi- 
2X red a larger difeourſe,but ke 
preſent buſineſs was principally wit 
the corelefl and negligent, to whole 
condition 'I have moftly applied» my 
elf. For the others, that are (olick 
rous for their ſouls, -and deſirous to 
be further informed about-this great 
andintportant affair of 'Prepararion, 


” - 
” 


Ifhall-adviſe them'to get, and care- 
{ully' to-read and digeſt —_—_ 
6141 ccllent 
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to the Lozvs Stripper. 
'cellent Books of the Sacrament : 
The former called Menſa Myſtics, 
ot a Diſcourſe concerting the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper, by Dr.Si- 


T9 


- mon Patrick 3 and the Jatrter,named 
the, Chzitfay Sarriflce', contain- 
"ing moſt excellent Meditations and 
(Prayers, both befort and after the 


Sacrament, 


In the firſt deſign of this little 


Diſcqurſe I iatgnded to have added 
me things 3 | 
pr Fc | while I was thinking of it, 
my 1o8s, Learned, and Excellept 
Friend the Author, ſent ime one of 
«liole his laſt Books, the Devotion 
and Piety of which. is extraarditary; 
gnd there is nothihg, 'that I know, 
kitter to: prepare your jetogs, apd 
he nota 


- that fort for your 


to' excite theni tb * th : 
height of defire and love than thoſe 
heavenly Meditations: And you 
cannot uſe' more proper, judicious,or 
fellate Prayers than thoſe he 
hath annext. So that I was exceed- 
ing glad when I faw this uſeful, 
much needed Work, fo — 

Y 


An Earneſt Jnvitation 


bly well done, that there was no 
occalion of my doing any more in 
it , than earneſtly to recommend 
that Book to your peruſal. AndI1 
intreat you to get it into your 
Houſes, and from time to timeto 
endeavour to warm your fouls by it, 
when you are preparing for the $4- 
crament.and by it to fix you in your 
reſolutions of living according toyour 
engagements there, when you have 
attended on that bleſſed Ordinance. 
And now, my Friends, I leave 
- you to the bleſſing of God, and the 
conſideration of what I have faid: 
Whatever judgment may be made 
of it, I have this teſtimony thatl 
meant itſincerely, And I ſhall never 
ceaſe to pray, 'that both you and1 
rgay ſincerely practice according to 
It, ; 


Tour faithful Monitor and Servant, 
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Poſtſcripr. 


To THE _ 
Citizens of BATH. 
Chriſtian Friends, : 


Efides the writing of thit 
rk for your uſe, | have 
taken what care | conld, you 
ſbenld have it in' your hands; 
and eſpecially thoſe of the poorer 
fort, that cannot buy. I was 


ext fied to perctive ſo 
ex realy Jarhfpen'? w_ 


Poſtſcript. 
good an effett of thoſe endeavours = 
at the left Solempn time of Sa- 
craments. Such Communions 
heve not been bere ſince our un- 
happy Troubles , that unbinged 
all: and now give me leave to 


ask you ; | 

Did it not 'comfort your bearts 
fo ſee ſomething like the former 
days of Charity and Peace? Is 
it not a bleſſed fight to behold a 
full Aſſembly, of Chriſtians met 
with one actord, to worſhip 
. Chriſt their Lord? Is not the 
Service more ſolemn , aud are 
wot our hearts more raiſed ? 
are not our Devotions kinaled 
by the zeal of others , andour 
Woe refreſp't by going to the 

ouſe of Godin company £ |s it 
not Joyful to ſee the mutual Amity 
of Chriſtians expreſt there , and 
zo Joyn in full conſent in remem-, 

: bring 


 neglet# of 6, preat,, oo Da- 


Poſtſeript. 
our. Diary: Lord ; joyuth 
A our - ſelves: to has Ser- 
vice, praifing him for bis Love, 
waiting on him for his 
Bleſſings * Is mot this mure 
like Relig ion , and Worſhip, than 
the diſeieras ing 8 fer of 4 Los 
ſeatier'd here there, 
Lox wr turn their {Aon 
this Feaſt of Divine Grace and 
Love? - Is: not this wy Com» 
fortable, ' than livi 74 


ty; and. better. than 652.4 
into Corners after phancies, aud 
unknown ways 2 "Is not Re- 
ligion more hinour d, and Peace 
more. promoted , and Charity, 
end Edification more advanced, 

by 6 joynt. worſbip of . our Re- 
r 3 than by Separ ow, 
«nd prond\Singularities ? 
a owr Children, and Sa 
GT 2 a 


| awſni: ſenſe of Religion , when 


: proggy” >a 
pice of it ? #1 not 


EE 


Poſtcrrſpt, = 
« better Exumple' in ſmh 
prattice ; and ave they wet pre- 

d for reverence,” 4nd an 


{ull Congregations at- 
ns 4 pon the Ser» 


the great 
reproach of the Reformatiw be 
F#ahgrs away by our 
in -Worſbip; and the" ſcandal 
of \ our: Colaine(s\ and want of 
ZBaal\fhet tarn'd ſo many 
#»the Ghareh of Rome: on-the 
owe han, ani tothe Sets on 
abr other, bn griat 'part"be re- 
mupeas avd oter * Church better 
feared in theſt- dangerous: 
aays* from thoſe Enemies o 
both 
Ho ings, » if you 
ft tonſent; 
yaw 5p «we! 
Levefiy that"'w 


accrue 


w ww &*F we 
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PoltCcript. 
accrue ts your ſelues', andithe 
publick\ meal of - the. Ghmich:, 
and: Kingdew. by an 


only | «. fit of Devotion:,.: or 


any by: conſideration that 5+ 
auced . you to tit , | but :4-\Con- 
vition, and ſenſe of  Du- 
ty. 
+ | have repreſemted to you 
the neceſſity of perſeverance i» 


Riligion ;. and the dangers of 


Apoſtacy : They that endure 
to the end ſhall be ſaved; 
Mark.13. 13. but if any man 
draw back, God ſauh , his. 
Soul h«th no. pleaſure in him. 
Tu @ terrible ſaying that of 
the Apoſtle, which | wiſh: you- 
well to conſider, Ic is impoſe 


| ible for. thoſe who. were. once-- 


G23. 


r25 


Poſt(cript. 
enlightned; and have taſted of 
the heavenly gift , "and" were 
made partakers of: the - Holy 
Ghoſt,* and have. taſted the 
good Word 'of God, and the 
powers of. the World t@ come, 
if they ſhall fall away, tore- 
new them again to repentance, 
Heb.6:4,5,6. 

Vow have now ſolemnly con- 
firmed your Baptiſinal exgage- 
ments, and . ſacredly wow'd 
your ſelves unto Chrift us bit 
Servants, and Subjetts; what 
ever imperfeftion there was in 
thoſe beginnings ; take heed 
you do nt account them as no- 
thing ; God doth not defpiſe 
the day of ſmall things,” Zech. 
4.10. You are not to be diſ- 
courag d becauſe you feel not 
any great effects at firſt ; the 
progreſs of the Grace of _ 4, 
the 


Poſtſcript. 

like the growth of Plants, us 
often by degrees inſenſible : 
in continuance you will find the 
benefit ; increaſe of your Gye- 
ces, and of your Comforts. But 
if” you leave off what you have 
begun, you will grow worſe 
and worſe; mare hardned in 
lin, and more «verſe to Spt- 
ritual duties; you will di 
nour Religion, and the holy 
Sacram:int, more by" your A- 
poſtacy , than ever you did by 
your former negletFs : You will 
offend, and diſcourage others. 
Jon trying thoſe ways, which: 
you have attempted, and left ; 
and woe bz to thoſe by whom 
ſuch oftences come. 

But Sirs, I truſt: you having 
begun in the Spirit, will-ner 
thus end in the fleſh, Tom 
have ſolemnly. profeſt- your. Ee- 

G4 lief. 
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 Poſiſcript. 
hef in Chriſt, and adherence 
fo him; hatred of your fins, 
and reſolutions of new obed}. 
ence: ana | hope you ſee no 
cauſe to alter your minas : If 
not , in the name , and fear of 
Goa, keep on in your attendance 
ow that ſacres Ordinance ; 
weglett no opportunity of mect» 
 #ng your Lord, profeſſing your 
leve, and receiving tokens of 
his. The Primitive Chriſtians 
aid it at firſt every week ; and 
ONT fone in the ſame dat 
mey contribute much to 4 
refering that divine Spirit of 
olineſs, and Peace, and 
Love that was ſo eminent a- 
mong thoſe bleſſed Saints, and 
Martyrs of Feſm. 1 wiſb 
you would afford me occaſion to 
deliver the Sacrament ever 
Month (all the year) as | do 
i 


| 


it daring the Samwniv-ſeaſon;, 
for the ſake of thoſe 'pinas- 
Strangers , that art willing tv. 
uſe Spiritadl, © as well as Nia- 
tural mtays of health: and t 
ſhould be wery- glad to' meet. 
more of yo at ſuch* times. 
It - would be no hindrance t0- 
your- affairs; For God, ayd 
. Relipion are- never out of "'E 
Man's way. At his Table 
we ſeek, and may hope'to find- 
his Bleſſing ; and this is ne-- 
ceſſary to the. concerts of "this - 
life, as well «t-to thoſe of the - 
next. , 
'. And methinks' every one- 
thit hath any ſenſe of fin, . 
and remorſe for" it, | ſhould: 
rejoyce there is ſuch 4 remedy, 
ant heve frequent recoutfe T0 - 
it, -We fall into fin-daily, anti: 
thertby wonnd- our Conſeiences - 


_— - n % NR 


aud. 
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and lay-in matter for troubles, 
and. fears; This obligeth ws to 
repeated atts of Repentance , 
and the more (criqQus and fo- 
lemn it #*, the more cffefual 
it .will Fi an INE. more com- 
ort , And peace will ariſe from 
for Now bo the Why oo 
ment we ſolemnly profeſs , con- 


firm, and exgreiſe our Repen- 


fance ; and recerve there aſſu- 
rance of. pardon, and peace 
with Gods. ſo that--our. own 
weeds ſhould wrge 4 to frequent 
attendance on thu Sacred du- 
ty, and to defire , and earneſtly 
ro expect the returns of it. 
This , 4s it would eaſe thoſe 


that are. oppreſ# by the bur- © 


then of their ſins ; ſo would it 
be an excellent preſervative 
apainft it > For nothing tends 


more to the deſtruttion of our 


Sins ; 


Sins, and growth of our Gra- 
ces , than often to examint' 
our ſelves, to-renew our Re- 


ſolutions , and: to: implore the 


rgr* 


Divine ajd-and help: and to 


theſe exerciſes #he holy Sacra- 
ment engageth #6 ; and there- 


fore this is one of the muſt 


effeFual infiruments of Refor- 


mation , and an Holy lifes, that. 


we can uſe. 
Upon the whole, my Chri- 
ſtian- Friends, -let ws. all 1e- 


that we have bitherto been"ſo 
wanting to: this: preat 'awty" 


pens, and be beartily. forry- 


and to this. Spiritual intereſt: : 


and reſolve through-the grace 
and ſtrength of God, fo ex- 


preſs onr unfeigned repentance - 
for our former negle(#s by our - 


future diligence. . 


Tas 
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To affiſt your Devotions fin 
it, I bere annex ſome parti- 
culer Prayers, which thoſe that 
are not better provided , may 
uſe 4s there is need: Theſe | 


thought wery proper to be added, 
becawſe - 1 fear orm 
this duly in « "IT 
cuſtomary manner, for want of 
fome ſuch help: 

Ana now 1 pray God 1» 
bleſs theſe poor endeavonrs both 
38 you , and me, that we may 
be enconmraged, and excited by 
them to confluncy in owr duty, 
and affifted by bis grace con- 
earring with them , to perform 
this ſolemn Worſbip with ſmeh 
fincerity, and devotion, that 
his Newe may be glorified, and 
eur Souls. comforted with the 
pardon of our fins, and. peace 
of Conſcience here; and at 
length 


Poftcript. 133: 
length attain that everlaſting 
peace 4nd reſt that remains for 
good men in -the Kingdom of 
our Lord Feſws : To whom with 
the Father, and Holy Spirit, be 
Praiſe and Adoration bence«- 
forth, and for ever. Amen.. 


134: 


Fozms of Pzoyers: 
SaGhES 


A Plaver 4s Entrance, before 
the Holy Sacrament is begun: 


M Of gracious Father, Thou: 
inviteſt me a vile finner, un- 
worthy of the leaſt favour , to a- 
Spiritual Banquet, to a Feaſt of 
Love: Lord I am come upon thy 
gracious caltl;being-poor and needy,, 
weary and beavy ladex under the 
burden:.of 'my fins, I come unto 
thee, O Lord, for relief, and reſt;. 
Help me to--approach theſe holy 

Myſteries with fear, .and reverence, . 
deep humility, and ardent. devo- 
tion; with an Heart full of Faith, 
and Love; ſenſibte of thy infinite. 
Goodneſs in ſending thy-Son to dye 

for me, and of his inexpreſſible 

L.ove in undertaking and accom-- 
pliſhing 


OY » SS SS = 
" f : 
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. pliſhing the work of my Redemp- 


tion3 truly ſorry for my manifold 


ſins, and throughly reſolv'd againſt 


them 3 and grant Holy Father, that - 
hereby my Graces may be ſtrength- 
ned, and my Sins deſtroyed 3 That 
I may ſerve thee ſincerely, and ac> 
ceptably all the days of this mor- 
tal Life, and in thy due time attain 
thy everlaſting Kingdom ,. through 
the merits and mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, my bleſſed Lord, and Sa- 
viour, Amen. 


| 


135: Fopmsof Prayers 


4 Payer while others are ye+ 
ceiving, | 


thou art pleaſed to admit me 
to the Congregation of thy Pcople, 
to be partaker of the Connmtinion- 
of Saints; and in that; to- enjoy: 


Holy Fellowfhip with thy ſelf, and 


rious, perfe&, moſt happy Com- 
munion,- thou haſt given us ground 


gracious - Lord, . that I may thank- 


feigned to theſe thy People, and to 


theſe thy Gueſts worthily to receive. 
this-preſent token of thy love, and 
Take them, and me ſuch in reality 
and truth, as we are here in this ſo-- 
lemn- profeſſion, thy obedient, and 
faithful Subjzets. Let our —— | 


' Lord; Tpraiſe thy name that- 


a comfortable Eattieſt of that /glo-- 


to hope for in thy.Kingdom:Grant : 
folly, and joyfully entertain: this - 
Priviledge, and be diſpoſed by it- 
to-Univerfal Charity, and love un-- 


all Chriſtians. And Lord help- 


| 
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fo2 the Lows Supper. 137 
be knit to Thee, and to each other ; 
that we may henceforth live in uni- 
ty, and brotherly love, forgiving 
one another , forbearing one ano- 
ther : as. God for Chriſt's fake 
hath forgiven us 3 being pitty- 
| ful;and courteous, ready to do good, 
and to Communicate3. to diſtribute 
to the neceſlitics of thoſe that want, 
and prepared for every good work: 
T hat Gods. holy name may be glo- 
rified, our profeiſion adorned, Chri- 
ſlian People'edified, and our Souls 
comforted with the peace of, God, 
and peace of Confcience here, and 
finally rewarded with the full en- 
joy ment of the love,and Holy Com- 
munion of the Father , Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt : through Jeſus Chrift 
our Lord, 


Fozms of Ptayers 


Another. 


Lord, Thou God of Love, | 


grant that as we thy Servants, 

are heremet in ajoynt, and ſolemn 
remembrance of thy Son,our Lord, 
in obedience to his commands, and 
holy appointment z ſo all the mem- 
bers of thy Church may agree in 
the ſame common profeſſion of - thy 
Name, and of thy Sons Religion 
performing the great Duties, and 
participating the main Ordinances, 
with oxe accord, in one heart, and 
one mind 3 that our Diviſions be- 
ing cur'd.,and our Animofitics laid 
alide, the ſcandals occafion'd by 
them may be removed : Atheiſm 
and Infidelity may be ſham'd, all 
wickedneſs, Spiritual, as well as 
Carnal, may be diſcountenanc'd 3 
and true practical goodnels advan» 
ced in the World: That Peace and 
Love, and all the blefled fruits of 
them may abound,& true Religion, 
in 


ft ©, 


tl 


V 
d 
fi 
.V 
ti 


- © 


—_——- yy. WD 7 CET wWww=rmWUV 


= iS fy 


fo2 the Lozds Supper. 


in the power of it,maygloriouſly in- 
creaſe: that the profeſſors of it may 
no longer contend about mint, an- 
is, and ewmmin, but heartily and 


{ ſincerely mind the great things of 


the Law and particularly.,the Law 
of Love, that #ew Commandment 
that we ſhould 19ve one another. That 
we may return to 'the primitive 
bleſſed temper of Holineſs,and Cha- 
rity, and frequent Communion 3 
that we may (ſhew our Faith by our 
Works, and our Love by our Obe- 
dicnce 3 and not ſpend our zcal.and 
ſtrength in diſputing,but engage the 


' Vigour of our affeQions and reſolu- 


tions,in Holy living,and hereby cx- 
preſs our affectionate remembrance 
of Chriſt and prepare our ſ{clves for 
that enjoyment of him, which we 


. expe through the merits, and me- 


diation of that bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
viour, Amen, 


1490 Fotngor Pyayers 


APzaver, when the Mizifter 
draws near with theElements, 


Lefſed be thy Name, © Lord, 
that I was born in a Chriſtian 
Land, and admitted- to thy Church 
by Baptiſm, and have lived to' a ca- 
pacity of ſcaling my Baptiſmal 
Vows in mine own perſon: Lord, 
I heartily take thoſe engagements 
upon my felf : Irenounce all fins, 
the works of the Devil, all World- 
ly vanities,” and fenſual laſts: Þ 
heartily believe thy holy Religion, 
and ſincerely profeſs, conſtantly to 
endeavour to obey thy Laws 3 and 
earneſtly implore the affiſtance of 
thy Grace, and Spirit to" enable me 


to keep theſe Reſolutions 3 throngh | 


Jelus Chriſt my Lord, Amen. 
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fox the Lozvs Dupper. 
A Prayer at theveceiving if the 
. Bead. 


'Ofd', T receive this broken 
/* Bread, the” repreſentation of 


yl "Body:, -in memory, of ' thy 


wonderful : incarnation, and meri- 
torfous' ſufferings, and vow by it, 
that 'T will by 'he grief God) 


perfift i in *the ſtedfa 
'moft' excelent Religion ; and Fd 


"&re-Obetlience to thy'thoſt holy 
Vawsto my | lives end. | Arpen. 


Anothe? 


142 © Foomsof Pyayers 


[-% I believe, belp my wnbe- | 
| lief. 1 take this Sign of thy 
Body asa Token of thy Love,and 
Seal of thy Promiſes , tq; obtain 
for me the Pardon of ;my \Sins, and 
the Salyation of my Soul, upon the 
terms of Faith and new Obedience; 
Lord I fiand to my part of the 
Covenant, and in full aſſurance of 
Faith, I rely on thee forthe accom 
pliſhment of thine: Be it unto me 
according to thy word. Amen. 


Gd © T_T MH wy, A 


fo} the Lops Supper, 


Rant O Lord, that this Bread 

of Life receiv*d- by me in 
_ Faith, "a mamnb's (hank 
lIneſs, may xefreſh, , and nouriſh 
my Soul; and bean effectual means 
of the growth of my Graces, and 
increaſe of my Comforts, till. I 
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come toLife Everlaſting : through 


Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, Amen. 


144 


Fopns of ÞPzayers 


A Prayer at the receiving of the 
Cup, 


Ord, I remember with all hu- 
L_ mility , and gratitude the 
effuſion of thy precious Blood for 
me;' and the Attonement made by 
it: Grant me ſuch a ſenſeof th 
fufferings as may awaken a due ab- 
horrence of my fins; and fuchan 
apprehenfion'of that propitiation, 
as may COUrIge my addreſſes to 
the Throne of Mercy for pardon, 
and peace : and quicken my En- 
deavours in the ways of Repen- 
tance, and Holy living, till I ob» 
tain the Bleſſings thou haſt purchaſi 
by thy merits, and promiſed in thy 
Goſpel. Amen. 


Another 


an A. aa 2a F © —Y a 


fox theLozds Supper. 


Avather. 


'F Hat:manner if Love was thir, 
'V:V-; ithat! while we were Ent- 
2ies Chriſt dyed ? Lord, make, me 
.decply ſenſible of this aſtoniſhing 
neſs 5 and enable--me © to 
expreſs my i Oo ON a Con 
Nant/, and \ intire fubje rey 
Him, who hath bought -me with 
inefiitnable, price of- OE hewwg. - Pre- 
cious Bloods th, whiom be. 
adoration,for evcr;and ever. Amen» 


H Another 
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«gb -"Foquig of: Muapers: 


Annher. 


"+ Ord," waſh me- from 'm: 
thar: Blovd 


ich] 


tine! - commemorate 3; that ) bring 


fo. 


dSdliver'd from the terversvf | 
ahd wrath, I may ſerve: _ 
vt” fear i 

weſt;o10 the of ani ——- 


'- (ins | 


T. \ 350 \ % 1 ] A | 
| F 


— VV WII Y Y 'V '&” WY py WD 


ox my:: ——_——Y 
0*L OT 2. 


fox. the Loads Supper. x43 
4 Proper ale rnntaing inde 


Att Glory, and Praiſe, and 
Adoration be given to _ 
O Lord;, for all thy benefits, 
eſpecially for thy Sor, Yor tis tits 
Life, and Death, ReſurreRion and 
Aſcenſion: for his Dodrine, and: 
for his Example; fos. che appoint- 
ment of this memorial' Feaſt 5. 
For, thy Gracious: Invitation of 
pogr Singers 36 chy Table, and 
thy admitting mg;, ; g's 
take 


worthie@t of them, to per 
thy Spiritual Daintics.. | Let 
never - ſorget this Love, i 
= — this. wa y 

5 carry. | thoughts 
and it, Tama all. my-affalrs,' 
they -may regulate co dire the 


eGiops. of my. | life ,- to-the pr 
moting his Honous 3. and T 


*K 
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'"Fozms of Pzayets 

neſs: That fo at laſt I ma 
— of his Glory, and ak. 
joy the ©full ; manifeſtation of; his 
Love, through his merits and 
mediation, in his Heavenly and &- 
yerlaſting Kingdom. Amen, 


x Lord: I have now once 
| -more- in confidence of ' thy 


-gracious afliftance,, entred into'a 


ſolemn reſolution againſt my fins, 
to be more watchful over my 
ways, and to have more repard 


unto thy Laws. I moſt ' hum- 


bly, and penitently implore thy 
pardon for my manifold breaches 
of ſuch ſacred Vows 3 thoſe at 
Baptiſm , and others ſince at thy 
Table: and now <carneſtly be- 
ſeech' thee to afford - me | fuch 
" mea- 


py 38 ” - mm oe. ac a: a 


fo? he Lozvs Supper. 149 
meaſures of that Grace, which. 
thy Son hath purchaſed, and pro- 
miled , as may be fafficient to 
ſirengthen my natural weakneſs, 
and to overcome 'my powerfut 
temptations, That I may- ſerve 
thee  acceptably , and- Faithfully' 
all the days of my life; througts 
Jeſus Chrilt my Saviour. Ameti... 


thy 
oy Chute _ 
caſey of thy,. 
upon 2 the conditions of.” "\ 
ly gr? wes. I: - 
| e thy: Dt 
7 wonderful. baton , in cn-- 
tring.into Coveriant” with" fach 4, | 
worthleG.finner 3 I-for- ever-love,. 
and adore thy bleſſed Sen, my dear 
Saviour, for the merits- of his Life, . 
and Death, by which he hath, 
—_ thy. Z gl and procuys. * 
__— cops Covenant..." 
REY O Lotd, to abound: 
more, and more in Ads of De-- 
vour: Praiſe , and Holy. Love, 
and to give conſtant heed to the. J. 
diligent | | 


coz the-Loyds Supper. 


diligent, and ſincere performance” 
of i pay eres yori gg 


Books ; publiſhed by Mr. 
If. Glanoll, 


| Ore + on ſeveral important Sub- 

jeas in Philoſophy end Theo- 

logy. 

Scaſonable RefleQions and Dif- 
courſes in order to the Cure 
#be Scofting and Infidelity of 4 

. degenerate Age. 

EmrOrientalis,-being-a-modeſt-P bi- 
loſophical Enquiry into the Do- 
ftrine of Przexiſtence. 

The way of Happineſs and Salva- 
tion, 7 y > rage in its Difficul- 
ties and Inconragements and freed 
from thay poputar, and dangerous 
miſtakes. 

Catholick Charity recommended 
in a Sermon before the Lord 
Mayor, and Aldermen of Lon- 
don. 


A 


A Faſt Sermon on the Kings Mar- 
tyrdom, 

An Earne(t Invitation to the Sacra» 
ment of the Lords Supper. 


Books Pr ned Ry and pubs 

ded 4 H John in #, at the 
hree Figeogs in Pas 

Churchyard: zT 3 


JD arourinraines py Lat, 
Cantabrigiz. 4. [254 
---idem in Pſalmos 4. gr#c. 

'---j11 Homer. 4+ gLat. 
BeveridgeGratnmaticaQrichtalis 8. 
Gore Nomenclator Geograph. 8. 
Seldeni Eutychius. 4. Arab. Lat. 
Ailsbury DeDecreto Dei. 4. 
Dionyſus de Situ Orbis. 8. grece. 
Comenii Janua. 8: Let. cam Figs. 
Confcfho Fidei. 8. 

Doughtei AnaleQa Sacra. 8. Þ-S- 2, 
Ignoramus 12. 

Voſſii Elementa Rhetorica 8. 
Elegantiz Pocticz 12. 

Exalctation of Ale. 8; 

Comenii Veſtibulum. 8. Lat. Eng, 
Paſoris Lexicon. 8. gr. Lat. 
Quintiliani Orationes. 8, 
Glanvil on the Sacrament. 12, 


Burroughs Remedy a-Y ,, ,, 
."Sainlt, Grief. ©... \ . : h 
DireQions a Death. ogeth 
Preces Scholz Paulint, 8. Lay. Eng. 
Seneta Schol. 8. EN 
Auguitus Two Spoeches,” WJ 
Glanvits Effays on Several —_ 


't. tans} SubjeQs in! Fhilldqy 2 agd 
——_ © SI 
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